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(IrelatKl.) 



COPY OF THE REPORT of the Commissioners appointed by 
tlie Crown to investigate certain alleged Abuses in the Convict 
Department at Gorki together with the Evidence taken before 
them. 



Ordered, by The House of Conimons, to he Primed, 9 June 1817. 



To WiLLiA.M Gregory, Esq. 

SIR, Dublin, 14th March, 1S17. 

I N obedience to the commands of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, (which 
W’e had the honour to receive bj' ^xiur communication of the 12 th of February) 
desiring us to proceed forthwith to Cork, to investigate certain abuses in tlie 
victualling of convicts, stated by Hear Admiral Sir B. Hallowell to exist both 
in the prison of that city as well as on board the convict sliips iu the harbour 
of Cork, and to report the result for His Excellency’s information. 

We proceeded thither on the 13th instant, and arrived at Cork on the 14th i 
on that day we notified our arrival, and the object of our inquiry, to those 
persons at Cork whose names appeared as chiefly concerned in the several 
papers enclosed for our guidance. 

Early next day we arrived at Cove, and having waited on Sir B. Hallowell, 
we requested to be favoured witli his suggestions, that we might more minutely 
ascertain the abuses stated in his dispatch addressed to the Right honourable 
R. Peel. 

Our obiect in making this first inquiry at Cove, was lest any of the transports 
might sail, whereby complaints of abuses might not have been discovered; and 
also we were anxious that the expenses of demurrage should not be increased 
by our delay. 

The Admiral immediately coincided with our views, and assisted us in further- 
ing the inquiry. He accordingly directed Captain Tailour and Lieutenant Curry, 
both of theTonnant, (who had taken notes of the complaints of certain convicts) 
to accompany us on board the several transports. 

We immediately proceeded on board the Chapman (she having received her 
complement of convicts,) accompanied by those gentlemen. We commenced with 
the examination of James Talbot, and having had experience in appreciating 
the general testimony of convicts, we thought it inexpedient to examine them 
upon oath, conceiving that the truth might be as well extracted by a close 
and continued investigation, without adopting the accustomed form of that 
obligation. 

This man was tried befoi'e the recorder of Dublin, on the 10th June 1815, vide Exam", 
for picking pockets, and received sentence to be transported for seven years ; N® j. 
at the time of the preceding embarkation of convicts he was sick, therefore de- 
tained in the gaol of Cork for the space of sixteen months. Ilis testimony was 
clear, cool and unembarrassed. He stated he had received daily, sixpence in 
money during his confinement in the above gaol ; never at any time was that 
allowance altered; did not coticeive he was entitled to more, and therefore did 
not complain, although that money run short when markets were dear. 

When he could afford it, would purchase a glass of spirits from the inside turn- 
key, Madders, for which he paid two-pence halfpenny ; his potatoes were gene- 
rally purchased by a woman, who it appeared was paid by the local inspector 
for attending the prisoners, and whom he heard and believes did often defraud 
them in quantity and price. 

3,3. A The 
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2 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE 

TIk ijpxt person examined was Patrick Mohony, convicted in the cilv of 
f”Ii “5 ‘he former witness, but on the gaol allowance 

of three slnllmgs-ivorth of bread per week, supplied by the city funds, which he 
commuted, through the medium of the aforesaid female messenger, for money 
or potatoes. Ills friends would at times bring him porter, but Spirits brougin 
by them would not be allowed ; neither would porter, if it was not bou<rht\t 
Laws, the publican s, next «inor to the prison; from the exclusion of other per- 
.Se thereof’ 'nferred that the gaoler was interested in the traffic and 

We considered the examination of the above two persons sufficient for our 

Sm Cu'r^ d"' “‘=" requested Captain Tailour and Lieu- 

eudut Cuiry (being competent persons) to examine tlie bread, beef, and otlier 

fimt lT.ev\°sd • ' ? uPPre™' ‘I'emj further observing, 

ouan V e ?’ '“"T satislied as to the quality and 

quantity each prisoner liad received on board the transports. ^ 

« e no.xt day went to Cove, and directly proceeded on board the Pilot ac- 
ompanied, as betore, by Captain Tailour and Lieutenant Cuiry. 

the'^tesTilmnv^^If’d'' “ k'''''™’ “ of the city of Cork ; who corroborated 

receive, ^ ^ abovre-mentioned prisoners as to the quantity of bread 

received, ifs commutation for money, and sale of spirits. ^ 

The next person examined was John Murphy, who nearly made the same 
statement as the otlier witnesses in respect to the money daily paid them, and to 
the quantity of spirits sold by turnkey, Madders. 

We examined Michael Murphy, a convict, tried in the city of Cork. In 
m “ ‘'y previously examined, he raroplained tiiat 

h, r *0 foood in his possessim, was un- 

im Hii H h ■' ui “f ‘ho oity of Cork 

and that the honourable Judge Mayne had in court ordered the money to be 
paid to the prisoner. Although this complaint was not stated in our iLtruc- 
tions, yet we tliought It our duty to investigate ,a charge which, if true was 
most mpinous to a disbessed convict ; therefore, after a full examination in 

i. nnn^ '''i ,P‘ PO(sisted 111 the charge, we subsequently examined Mr Lu’eas 

rmi„:“‘^,Nmir'“'““"’"'^ 

Mathew Fenton, a convict, from tlic gaol of the county of Cork was nucss 
tioned by panirolar desire of Captain Tailour; he stated be was subsisted in the 
roes 1 ? ‘he rate of three slid mgs per week, distributed to them darli m pota- 
toes and milk; liail two weights of potatoes, seven quarts 01 milk, and three 
pounds of beet, per week ; eacli prisoner, before amt alter trial, had tlie same 
quantity. We found also from his testimony, that spirits were allowed to be 
biouglit in by one person to the prisoners who could purchase tliem. 

Mr. Paxton, the cominamler of tlie Pilot, being desired to state his know- 
gooL“„d tX.°enr”“‘''’‘’'“‘‘ <ieclared they were uniformly 

We then proceeded to tlie Canada, liaving female convicts on board and 

sS”s”e ll’’ appeared immaterial, except that, though 

sick, she was not allowed other sustenance by Dr. Harding than the umI 

porleq"&c “‘here »ho were^iek wine whey, 



bnald''th® ““"el'ided the inquiry into abuses stated by the convicts on 
ceedV b *'"P=' "re arraiigerl with Admiral Ualloweii to pro- 

ceed will! the investigation at Cork on Tuesday the iMh, The preceding dav 
V C sent circul.ar letters to the late and present slierilTs, to the sevLal offiefrf ou- 
tlie prison, and requested tile attendance of Alderman Forster, a city magistrate 
who during the inquiry gave liis assistance daily, by admiiiistering^the ratlis to 
ti.e several witnesses that would answer our interrogatories. ® ‘ 

The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ABUSES IN THE CONVICT DEPARTMENT AT CORK. 






3 



The first here produced was Captain Sainthill, the victualling-agent ; who being Vklp Exam", 
sworn, fully proved that he had no concern in subsisting the convicts in the gaol 
at Cork, neither did he make any deduction from the daily allowance appointed 
by Government; that the sheritrs, after each embarkation, send their bills direct 
to the secretary of state, and that when he received an order to pay them, they 
were immediately discharged; that he always understood a shilling per day was 
paid to them for each man’s daily subsistence ; and said that he had never de- 
layed the sailing of the convict ships Guilford or Surry, orany other ship, from 
any interested motive. 

That he had once paid a sum of 40/. to the sub-sheriff of the county of Cork, 
for subsisting foreign convicts in that gaol, by order of Government. 



Mr. Lucas, one of the late city sheriffs, was next sworn ; he deposed, that two i-'c r 
embarkations of convicts had occurred during his sherilfalty ; that one shilling N' u. 

British was paid him by order of Government, tbrougii cajjtain Sainthill, for the 
daily subsistence of each convict ; that he and Ids brother sheriff deducted 3d. per 
day from each man’s subsistence, paying gaoler ’NVcIcli the remainder. 



On examining witness as to the detention of 65/. from Michael Murphy, he See crmiplMri 
explained the transaction satisfactorily. He stated, that by order of the judge 
of assize, he had paid the money to a person that was robbed liy Murphy; had 
obtained a discharge and bond of indemnity from the person lie had paid, wliich 
he also produced. This witness stated that he understood all his predecessors 
had the same pecuniary profit on the subsistence of the convicts, that he and 
colleague had; that he did not consider it a private transaction, as lie had heard 
it spoken about at the club-house. 



Reverend Mr. Davies, local inspector of the gaol, was then examined. He Vide E.'ns 
stated, he was twenty-two years in office; never knew nor heard, till a fortnight N* 11. 
or three weeks before this inquiry, how the foreign convicts were subsisted. 

Tliat lie visited the prison three or four times in each w’eek ; communicated the 
same to the inspector general of prisons ; not before the 4th of February instant. 

Stated that the gaoler does not attend him at the distribution of bread. 



The next persons we examined were the present high sheriffs, Messrs. Perry Vide Exam", 
and Evanson. They swore, that no agreement was made by them with gaoler 
Welch for the subsistence of convicts; they had not lieard of any such matter, 
but were informed tliat a present w^as made by Government to their predecessors 
in office for extraordinary trouble, which they expect to receive. 



The person we proceeded next to examine was Doctor Harding; who states vide Exam", 
that he was appointed physician to the convicts; said he had nothing to do with 13. 

the subsistence of prisoners in the gaol, nor does he know hovv they are subsisted, 
but by report ; which was, that a shilling per day was allowed for them ; the con- 
victs received sixpence ; of the remainder, part was given to the sheriffs, part to 
the gaoler. States that gruel and whey were provided for tlie sick convicts by the 
apothecary, and light food, such as flummery, by the gaoler; heard that the 
subsistence money due to sick prisoners was reserved for them till their recovery. 

Stated, that the prisoners coming from Dublin, arrive of late years much 
better than formerly, having little or no sickness comparatively. Twenty-seven, 
or thirty-eight, or forty, have been heretofore sick in the Dublin ships. 

States, that he does not believe that the convict ships were detained from 
any interested motive, to augment the profits of tliose concerned in victualling 
them. 

That if any person could throw an impediment in their proceeding to sea, it 
must be himself, by asserting they were sick and not fit to sail. It appears, from 
the doctor’s testimony, that the women were not embarked on board the Canada 
for eight days; udiich he accounts for, by stating that lie was occupied in sliift- 
ing the men, who being in a more crowded and confined condition, made him 
apprehend a fever would break out. 

Stated, as his opinion, that 6 rf. a day was sufficient subsistence for the prison- 
ers, as markets are now ; at other times does not think it was ; knew the prisoners 
to be well subsisted in kind, at 4kd. per day, by alderman Forster, when sheriff’. 

Being asked, how he was remunerated for his trouble? answered, vvas paid per 

343. each 
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4 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE 

for" Icli vL'it!'"'' he was allowed 

The next witness examined, was Mr. John Welch, gaoler; he admitted that 
he knew I3<i. per day was allowed by Government for subsistence of each con 

leave to dTr'rt""''’ ‘'"‘"'''"S ‘estinronv ; ®nt b", 

leave to direct jour parlK uior attention to his ev idence, marked N- li as also 

an^eount of money paid hy Government for subsisting conWcl in tte chy gao! 

ga<:le^Velc,t^.rm,~^^^^ 

337 toe. lod; making a sum of 787!, ,2j. which was kept from the prisoners" 

The next witness was John Towel, head turnkey to the orison Tly. 
swore that he paid the daily subsistence of sixpenL ,0 each eoi^vS 
more ; that he does not k.iovv ivhat was aliovved by Gove« for tha ’nnl"" 
mir what was stopped by tlie slienffs or gaoler ouf of t h™ve nme rfalC^^^ 
The remaining part of his testimony relating to irreguLdlJes wS ^ 

-decline hereto animadvert on, rkerringl the 

toMr°Weldrihefa'l“ ‘'‘®l"“‘ "'‘"“"■."’ho stated that he is brother-in-law 

Colonel Moore Ilodder, fi governor of the countv of CorV attcnAr..} ♦ - 

tigation, and requested to know whether aZ J ms were 

for the subsistence of some convicts sent frL the 3nfy tZ 

county gaol of Cork. To discover if any mone^ «s paW ,K accL “t 

examined Captain Saintliill, who swore he had paid by ordeVi^^F 

forty pounds to j\Ir. Millward sub sheriff ;.i i r of Coveiument, 

victs. WesentforMr.Miilward, wlio aluded for con- 

Having proposed to him to be sworn, as all the other nersnns t i i 

tohavereceivedtl,alsmn,but still decliued'a.r3werin« ' "™oivledged 

mmmmm 

exceed 
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exceed two pounds. That the subsistence of these convicts, (they being generally 
quickly put on board) did not in total exceed thirteen or fourteen shillings. 



Richard J. Orpen, esquire, late sub-sheriff of the county, was then examined ; ViJe Exam", 
being sworn, he stated that during his year of office, two convicts from the county at. 
of Tipperary had remained in gaol, left after a former embarkation ; that they 
had been subsisted at the charge of the county; never heard or knew of money 
being paid by Government to him or any other person for their subsistence. 



We found it necessary to go a third time to Cove, for the purpose of more Vide N* 2a. 
minutely examining the slate of the transports ; when the surgeoji of the Canada 
reported to us a complaint made by Ellen Dixon, a convict from the county of 
Galway, which induced us to make a minute of her charge against Jarae.s Fitz- 
simmons, gaoler, to which we beg leave to refer ; and which, from her own Vide Paper marked 
statement, we have strong reason to doubt the truth of. ^ 

Visited the transport ships Chapman, Pilot, and Canada, accompanied by Vide 23. 
Captain Tailoiir. Theappearance of the male convicts was improved : the Chap- 
man was rather cleaner than at our former visits; carpenters were constructing 
bulkheads, which we advised should betaken down, as likely to impede venti- 
lation. — See the Minute marked No. 23. 



Having -concluded the examination of witnesses, we proceeded to inspect the 
county and city gaols, and depot, (constructing for the reception of convicts ;) 
the county gaol was in a state of good order, regularity and cleanliness, wltli 
spacious court-yards, well supplied with water; we heard no complaints, and 
saw nothing that required animadversion. 

Next day we visited the city gaol, where the convicts from the south and 
western parts of Ireland are lodged previous to embarkation ; it was crowded to 
excess, rendering the apartments loathsome, in one of which a conv ict lay dying 
of an inflammation of his lungs. This prison has neither yard nor airing ground; 
tiie privies being consequently within it, were offensive. The gaol is irregular ; 
neither the gaoler nor his deputy reside in it, as appears by the testimony of 
each, N“* 14 and 17. 

On a review of the several matters that appeared in evidence before us, it 
is evident that the fact of withholding seven-pence per day from each prisoner, 
was unequivocally proved. 

That it has been a long time practised was admitted by the gaoler ; who, on 
his first examination, stated it as liaving been the usage for the last three years, 
but subsequently acknowledged it had continued for a space of eight or nine years. 

From the testimony of Mr. Lucas, late high sheriff, it would appear that the 
usage had been exercised by several preceding sheriffs, and also that it was of 
considerable notoriety. But if the evidence of the present higli sheriffs, and of 
the reverend B. Davies, local inspector, who has filled that office for twenty-two 
years, be worthy of credit, that averment could not be true; the latter asserting 
he never heard nor knew of the practice until a fortnight or three weeks before 
the inquiry commenced ; and the present sheriffs declared they neither knew 
nor heard of it, though they were accustomed to visit the gaol twice or thrice 
in every iveek. 

It is here to be observed, that Doctor Harding, the physician attending the 
gaol, admitted that he heard that sixpence only was paid to foreign convicts, 
and the remainder of the shilling paid by Government for the daily subsistence 
of each convict, taken by the sheriffs and gaoler; it is not easy to reconcile those 
differences. 

As to other abuses stated to exist within that prison, these not being con- 
veyed in the letter of instructions for our guidance, we decline to observe oa 
them, but refer to the Minutes of Evidence for the disclosures made by the 
turnkeys Towel and Madders, N" 16 and 18. 

With respect to the unjust detention of the prisoners stipend, the sale of 
spirits, and other irregularities, it is humbly submitted for his Excellency’s con- 
sideration, whether a person or persons guilty of such practices, should be con- 
liuued in the charge of the gaol. We therefore humbly suggest, that not only 
343 - ^ 
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on account of those abuses, but also on account of the misconstruction ami 
iiaiiow limits of the prison, the expediency of removing tlio govermueut con- 
victs to some other place of confinement. bovtriiiueui con- 

•llecurnng to th.at jiart of Doctor Harding’s testimony relating to the 
removal of tjic female convicts from llie Dublin ship, on board of tviiich they 
are stated to have remained eight days after their arrival at Cove it is to be 
regretted that the .state of the doctor’s health, or any other circumstance 
should have retarded their embarkation. ’H'e beg leare to refer to his evi- 
hTc’ ! '3’ “ tire paper containing the Survey, signed 

by Captain lailour, Surgeons Gibbs, Dewar, and Qiieade. marked No“ 24 
n' ' to Doctor Harding not answering a question suggested by Admiral 

Halloivell, relative to tlie sum paid to liim for Ins (Doctor Harding'sl service 
oil account of convicts, we do not consider ourselves called upon to say any 
thin, g more on that suliject titan that we feel he should, injustice to himself 
and to tile public, have freely answered the question. 

We are compelled to animadvert again on the extraordinary conduct of Mr 
Millward, formerly sub-sheriif of the county of Cork ; who, as it appears, without 
taking any trouble or expending one sliilling that was not defrayed by the 
countj obtained forty poniids from Government, under pretences which we must 
conclude from the evidence taken by ns, and his declining to be examined, to lie 

We feel it right here to observe, that after the strictest investivation we cou'd 
not discover fraud or abuse of any kind in the mode of provisioning the conviotsou 
board the transports during their remaining at Cove. Our inquiry was directed 

not alone to the present slnps, but was retrospective to the past. ^ 

From tlie observations which we have been enabled to make during our inves 
tigatron, we cannot oonciude without humbly submitting for consideration the 
expedtency of employtng in future some intelligent disinterested p'loruncon! 
necled with provisioning or supplying articles of any kind to the vessels or 
prisoners, whose duty ,t should be to attend at Cork during the period Ter^ 
barxation, to expedite the sailing of the transports, to examine Ld certify all 
folwa“d tE^ro °th ''' Government, and to arrange and 

respective coZarfet™'’ ’ •>-= ‘he 

We have the honour to remain, Sir, 

With great respect, 

^ our most obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) FORSTER ARCHER, 

(with tlie Minutes below stated.) 
(Signed) EDW“ TREVOR. 



■ In f 'h® “‘her statements and comments contained in this letter excent 
in tha bearing on the testimony of Doctor Harding; from which I disiut for 
the lollovvmg reasons ; iu; 

1st. The paper marked N' 24, containing the Survey, signed by Captain Tailour, 
surgeons Gibbs, Dewar and Qneade. did not appear in eyiiuce upon Sh 
before us , it was not read to Doctor Harding, and he could not therefore reply to 
It. The first time I saw it, W'as since my return to Dublin. ^ ^ 

2d. I cannot agree in that part of the comment, that Doctor Hardino should 
have answered the question of Admiral Hallowell, how much he was paid for 
each visit, relattve^ to the ships or gaol, that being a. matter between Govern- 
ment and Doctor Harding, who perhaps might not think it necessary to reveal 
the proiessional fees he was accustomed to receive. 

3d. I must also observe, that it was admitted by Captain Tailour (wlio was 
atUiralfl\lTni.yl Harding’s 

(Signed) FORSTER ARCHER. 



The 
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The minutes of the survey were on the table in the room where the investiga- 
tion was held, and the questions principally put to Doctor Harding arose from 
those minutes, as will appear by. a reference to his evidence ; and therefore, if it 
could have been of any importance that Doctor Harding should have seen 
the report of the survey, his being questioned from that report rendered it 
unnecessary. 

It is to be observed that Doctor Archer put a similar question as that asked 
Doctor Harding, to Captain Sainthill, who readily answered it, viz. what his 
salary or allowance was on account of convicts. 

With regard to Captain Tailours observation on Doctor Harding’s treatment 
of sick convicts, it arose in a conversation, and not-^ii’<?n m evidence. 

(Signed) EDW” TREVOR. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true Copy. 

W. Grego]-y. 

Dublin Castle, 5th June 1817. 



INVESTIGATIONS. 



— N‘ 1.— 

INVESTIGATION held on board the convict ship Chapman, 
the 15th February 1817. 

J AMES TALBOT, tried and convicted in Dubint— Has been in city Cork .gaol sixteen 
months ; cot sixpence per day every morning, from Towel first, from Mr. Madders lat- 
terly. Did not at anytime conceive that he was entitled to more than sixpence per day ; 
during his confinement, was never informed that he was entitled to more till 01 late. He 
thought the subsistence sufficient; when things grew dearer, and it was short, he dio not 
complain. Chiefly laid his sixpence out for potatoes ; the potatoes were brought m by a 
woman from the market, called .lohanna Doyle. Gave the money always to Madders to 
lay out. Could afford, when the markets were low, to get a pint of porter, and someiunes 
a glass of spirits; porter or spirits, when wanted, were brought by Madders from the 
house next the gaol. They called out for a hoy called Norrie, who brought whatever was 
wanting. Paid at the rate of two-pence a pint for porter, which he thinks was Urn same 
elsewhere; about two-pence halfpenny for a glass of spirits, which is the same ui Dublin. 
Conceived Johanna Doyle to be a messenger for the purpose of attending the prisoners ; 
has heard, two or three days before he left the gaol, that the said Johanna charged a penny 
more for potatoes, &c. than was charged in the markets; complained to Madders that 
they heard the potatoes were for ten-pence per stone, when the said Johanna chargeo 
eleven-pence ; to which Madders replied, that they were, but that be was charged eleven- 
pence by Johanna. Understands that there is a difference in tlie price of potatoes of a 
l>enny per stone between white and the Murrion potatoe; but says that he is sure the 
penny more was charged by Johanna. Never heard of this or any other grievance being 
stated to Doctor Harding or Mr. Davies, and was only complained of to Maddeis. Itecol- 
Jects that the Inspector General of Prisons often went in to them ; and at one 
Judge Mayno, the former having asked if they complained df any grievance, and it so, to 
lay them before the benevolent magistrate present; but all of tliem replied, they weie satis- 
fied with their treatment. Thinks the reason of some for not complaining, was the dread 
of ill treatment from the keeper; as to himself he would have done so had he cause, and it 
treated badly afterwards, he knew how to act towards the keeper. Never saw Mr. Welch 
in the gaol but once, to whom any of the prisoners -never complained of any irregularities. 
Never saw the gaol regulations posted in the prison. . 

Question : Was Johanna Doyle, during your slay, a prisoner?— Never at tmy time : has 
not heard she was paid by the prisoners, except by a double proportion of bread. I^^e'v 
Madders in the morning to send out for half a gallon of spirits at a time ; disposed or m 
a glass to every one that wanted it, for money. Madders did not keep a shop m the gaol ; 
liad only herrings and butter when the gaol was crowded, to save the woman trouble. 
The spirits were brought in by Maddeis, at the solicitation of the prisoners. 
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-(N- 2.)- 

:^sif ii„Sr;‘ li: "’=• 

I"itmii;‘ “'“’ ^■''"° '* ■"»“wW. 0 rt b';eaL'n7d.etSo‘l’, aad Wag C’tj 

-(V 3-)- 

3iflMe® £)fl?£i07?, examined on board the Pilot-— WflK h i8>r) m tJ,«a „:»..„f/-' i i /• t . 

Majne at March assizes; was thirteen months in prison in the gaoUf th™cily ”ccelSd 
three shiilings worth ol bread pet week, distributed by Mr. Towel, fhe under gaoilr’ S bD 
Davies was sometimes present. He could not live upon the brek hot sol# b t,: „ “ 
L°‘“r ‘,'“ d '"r ® • S' "r' P»"“ O' ^>i"i«rco4r,:„f akrd i4as^ 

be obiiffed to do witliout the other necessaries in tbaf enc<:» T*iim yvi* * nicl 

simiia^ but had friends : he was aTt^™ L" 1 naSv "of “ 

plained to Mr. Davies that tlie allowance of bread was short, but he paid”no attention 
thereto ; was never served wall potatoes or herrings, in lien of bread • woulilhave com^' a 
to Mr. Archer about tbe insufficiency of the bLd, but he had b’eeu told “t 4s Tbe 
allowance, and conceived it no use to make an application. P.ecollects Judge Ma^ni 
being ,n the prison. Coni|da,ned to Mr. Arcbet Sf the want of clothes RecSs 
Mr. Archer addressing the prisoners, desiring tliem to stake anv orlev>4„, 
to which he replied a, abo^e. Never heail the gad “g4.“l!TaT o^t'ffiS 
posted. Is sme that no potatoes were given him in lieu of bread: sold a three- 
pennv loaf for two-pence m the gaol to the country convicts- would havp ihm Jif K’ 
self better oiF if he got the allowLce in monev, tbi sa^ \he ^ount 
the money to purchase polatoes, &e. to Madders, the inside Tnrnkey^^to e ^olf^d 
Johanna Doyle to bring them from the market Susoected thTt th»uT.m inpioyeu 

franded them, which he slated to Madders and Towel bnt not to Mr Dav4 ™7 often de- 
tba. those who did, generally came off the worst. k,4“e4^4p „ S itde”i'’Mf 

It was wanting; has seen the same prisoner supplied with liofe till, one gks. inffie 1? 

I he last day he w.as in the prison he got a glass in presence ofToweJl, andLid for t in lii; 
presence. Received a tenpenny from a man to whom he had sold h s prizrmonev fjohn 
wMCullough) who had purchased It during his confinement- received n nm,n!i i 

shirt rom M'Cnllongli. Never s,aw Wcisl! hot once dnr^the period he 4s con«ncd‘‘t„l 
4 'loi’o'J S»°H ond bos hetd tl4 Harding S brother in law 

lo Mr Welsh. Eclic.es the p'oitc, bought fo, liim and others, was go. S L p. HiXnse 
next the gaol. Was sentenced to transportation in Lent ass zes iSio The .11 
was given before and after tbe sentence’ of transportation. ' ^ allowance 

-(N- 4.)- 

tempence eleven-pence, and sometimes a shlililg p‘="r wm|hro^f U 'r,,o4„d“Ld 

; e4T„'m etlme n”nl4o tlfen,' bn.'SsTa.'r p4t“o 
onL4e,T„d4nSme,”,™ b““.« -d -eat 

inferior ,„.ii,v. Bough, whiskey from M adralt^-'pSce 14,^44 4,.4,"4e°i 4 

coild 
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could afford it; and when two prisoners were together they got it at foiir-pcncc the noggin ; 
it was generally known to the prisoners that tlrey could get a glass of whiskey every itey, if 
they liad money to purchase it; has heard that there was no more than a glass allowed, but 
got two himself, sometimes, secretly. The potatoes were brought to the prison by Johanna 
Doyle, who he suspected of having often cheated ihctn in the quantity; complained to 
Madders of his suspicion, and would have done so to Mr. Davies had he not been in dread 
of punislimcnt by stricter discipline. Bought porter for some of his money, got for hits 
by Madders from the nest public-ho.use. Tried at Cashel before Serjeant Moore ; during 
five weeks he remained in the Bridewell; here he received no county allowance, and lived 
entirely on the bounty of his friends; was in Cork city gad four months. The first day’s 
march, from Clonmel to Fermoy, twenty-five miles, he got eight-pence worth of bread and 
a pot of porter; the ne.xi march the constable that conveyed them gave about a pint of 
porter a man in the morning, but his share was not so much ; at Watergrass Hill they got 
a three-pence-halfpenny loaf between two, and a pint of porter, and received nothing else 
liom that time till their arrival at Cork gaol, where they got sixpence per man. 

Cornelius Jlordihani — ^Tried at Limerick in September i8t6, since which he has been in 
Cork gaol, till sent on board the Pilot. In Limerick, got one-and-nine-pence worth of bread 
per week, and a quart of milk per day; got no potatoes, except wliat he purchased from his 
own purse: did not conceive the allowance of bread stjfficient. In Cork gaol he had six- 
pence a day, which he liked better than what he received in Limerick. He had a glass of 
spirits, when he could pay for it, in Cork gaol. Had no complaints to make. No other 
allowance e.xcept the sixpence per day, with which he purchased potatoes, &c. tlirougii 
Madders, who got Johanna Doyle to” go to the market for them; does not know that 
provisions could be got through any otlier person. 



— 5 - — 

Michael Murphy : — -Tried in the city of Cork last September; was allowed three slHliings 
worth of bread per week ; was three or four months confined before he was convicted ; 
received the same allowance before and after trial. Madders employed Johanna Doyle to 
get the provisions necessary, arid does not think she dealt fair with the prisoners. Would be 
allowed to take any provisions brought to the gaol by his friends; but if he wanted to get 
any thing, it would not do to send for them by his friends, but they should be got through 
the' turnkey, Madders. He had £.65 in money taken from him, part frour his mother, and 
part from himself, by sheriff Lucas; when be was arrested by the sheriff and a constable, 
about three o’clock in the morning, was taken to Bridewell in Cork, where he remained two 
days, and then .taken to the city gaol, in which he remained till March assizes, a period of 
above four months; his mother and himself were then tried and acquitted. After being ac- 
quitted, he went to counsellor Connell’s lodgings to complain about his money in the sheriffs 
liands ; father England was there, who said, " Murphy, your money must be laid out as a 
chalky, and you will never get a halfpenny;” he then told father England, “ that he must 
apply to the lord chief justice Downes, or Mr. Archer;” and upon lliis being commun^- 
cated to counsellor Connell, the latter came out and told Murphy “ to apply to some other 
person, as he, Connell, would not be further troubled.” Judge Mayne, in court, ordered 
sheriff Lucas to pay the money, but the sheriff being then on duty, the Judge desired it 
would be paid at 12 o’clock next day ; has never received any part of it since, although he 
was for three weeks coing backwards and forwards to him soliciting the same, at which 
time a messenger (M^illiam Barrow) called and told him, “ that sheriff Lucas wanted to pay 
him the money,” whereupon he went with Burrow to the sheriffs house, where he was 
accused of being concerned in a robbery, and was committed to prison, there he remained 
till the next assizes. That on the mornfng of the day, when the lionourable judge Mayne 
and doctor Archer visited the prison, he was shifted, about eight o’clock, down to the Court 
House, whereby he had notan opportunity of addressing the judge who had ordered him’his 
money; that he was brought back from the Court House to the gaol about one o’clock, 
without being tried, mid this was the case for four days running ; often complained to the 
deputy gaoler and others, that he had not got his money, who believed he never w'ould get 
it ; did not complain to Mr. Davies about his money, or the bad quality of the provisions. 
On a complaint by the men to doctor Harding of the bread that was allowed, he said to Mr. 
Davies, “ that the men had not enough, and tlial it was in Sir. Davies’ power to give them 
more,” to which Mr. Davies replied, " that they had what the law allowed.” 

This prisoner was put under heavy irons by order of Towel, with eleven other prisoners, 
for having, as Mr. Welsh alleged, uieditHtcd an escape. Never saw the keeper but once 
while in the gaol; but often saw Mr. Harding, the deputy gaoler, and as often as they 
wished. 'J'his ii.aii would not have attempted to escape bad the door been open, knowing 
that no charge was at tiial time against him. He was tried in Lent Assizes 1816, on suspi- 
cion of his having stolen a sum ol money, for which he was acquitted. He was tried again 
,*t Summer Assizes following, supposed to be concerned in the robbery of a watch, and 
acquitted ; he was then tried as a vagrant, and coiivielect. States, that Sheriff Lucas more 
than ten times promised the payment of the money ; was a freeholder in the city of Cork ; 
*he money he was tided for was sujiposcd to be stolen from Mr. lloiian, mcrcliuat, near 
J’artick’s Bridge. 

543- V 
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- N” 6. — 



I'entm, prisoner m the ooimty of Cork gaol. About seven months subsisted bv 
getting ciliee sbilliugs a week, which was laid out for bread, potatoes and milk ■ never got 
money ; but some did in lieu thereof. Had two weights of potatoes, seven quarts of milt 
iuid tbs'ee ponnds of beefy in the week ; all other prisoners got the same allowance. Could 
buy spirits when he had money from Mr. Harris, and others, given in by Mrs. Dallas's 
maul. Did not conceive that where he was was like a prison, having spirits, See. permitted. 



— 7. — 

Captain Paxion, of the Pilot, says, that he receives bread, beef, &c. of the best qtialitv 
and that he has directions from Dr. Harding to return any aiticle that may anoear nm 

good m quality ; had occasion to return beef, wh'ich he did. 

— N' 8. — 

On board the Canada. 

^me Mumm, was in the gaol of Cork sixteen months ; was allowed sixpence a day eiven 
by lowel, the turnkey; got a little tea and bread by a man named Brown, for what they 
■could spare out of the money ; Brown dealt very honestly. Was not allowed spirits or iwrter 
■except when sick. Towel would not let a drop of spirits in. Never saw the eLler but twied 
diinng her stay m the gaol; often saw the under gaoler, Mr. Harding, who does not as 
she heard, sleep in thepol; a person tlwt would transgress would not be allowed to see 
their friends m the gaol a second time. Had no complaints to make of Mr. Davies or Dr 
Hardmg; had occasion to find fault with the things brought to the prisoners, coneeivinJ 
that they had not their due ; that the inalteniion of those who had to attend, the nrisrmpre 
had often to wait for their breakfast till near two o’clock. " 

^nne Mu^/ins, further examined ; was never allowed any sustenance thoueh sick • bnr 
believes doctor Harding ordered, in two cases, half a pint of wine. ' * 




Jfatwaf Sul/n-an.— Tried and convicted rn the city Cork gaol about thirteen months ao-rr- 
receives three shillings worth of bread in the week, sold it to get money to purchase potattSs’ 
and a little tea and sugar; flour souietimes; and bought for them by Mary Curey tJho ofteii 
kept b^k from them their due ; sometimes gave their friends the money to get breakfast 
from the matteDt.0.1 of Mary Carey. Sometimes Mr. Davies would be two months whhom 
going up stairs, but attended regularly below stairs. No one attended but Mr Towel at 
die serving the bread ; saw doctor Archer twice there, once in company with judge Mayne 
Never got spiiits m the gaol ; the bread was always good, sometimes stale, but never broke’ 
except by Towel as a punishment for any misconduct. ' 

— N“ 9. — 

Captain Sainthill examined ; it having been premised that there was no authoritu t« 
administer an oath, but left to a voluntary oath. "as no autnority to 

What is your appointment .P~Suppiying the convicts with every necessary article 
hmm whom did you receive the uppoiimnent ?-Cannot say, being abom twenty years 

.■f SM^e a convict ship arrives, receives iiistructioiis from the Secretary 

ct S ate to provide for the number of convicts. ^^ecraaiy 

hat are your instructions ?— Written instructions from the Chief Secretary of State 
whik. ^ slso to provide tliem with fresli beef 

Si rg.r ■" ‘-t' “'>y ‘“"s fo tvui. vStin'S 

on?crsMod m!'' for subristence I-I have alwava 

To whom has it been paid paid ?— To the shcrifF. 
iTom whom was the money paid to the sheriff. p- By me. 

of paying such since your appointment?— I have hv an rrd,., 

a„Twr;"T ’ “•= “ "“T' 'ote al.eriffe, Dea a • 

Received 
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Received from Richard Saimhill, esquire, the sura of one luindrecl and sixty-seveu 
“ pounds twelve shillings and eight-pence stciliug, being the amount of our account 
“ furnished for subsisting convicts up to the 30th day ot September last. 

“ Cork, the oth day of October 18 16. 

(Signed) “ Thomas Dranc,"! late Slierin's 

“ U itliam L.ucas,) City of Cork.” 

“£.167. 12S. 8 d. sterling.” 



• 1 declare this to be a true copy of the receipt given to me by the late Sheriffs. 

(Signed) Richard Sainthill.’’ 



Docs the Sheriff supplv you with the account of expenditure J — No ; they furnish their 
accounts to Government, and not to me, and I received an order from Government to pay 
the amount. 

Have you often seen those accounts? — Not often 5 two or three times, to the best of my 
lecollcction. 

Have you heard, or do you know, what each convict received each day in gaol? — No, 

I know nothing about it. 

Do you often visit the gaol ? — .Never was in the gaol but once, to pay two women some 
money by order of Government. 

Had you any complaint made to you by letter or otherwise from prisoners in gaol, res- 
pecting a deficiency of subsistence? — Nevei’- 

What do you mean by the shilling a day mentioned in your letter, as paid for victual- 
ling the prisoners in gaol? — I have always understood tllat the sheriffs received a shilling 
.per day for that purpose. , 

Have you paid any money to the county Sheriff for subsisting the convicts in the 
county gaol from other counties? — Yes, I paid to the under sheriff, a Mr. Milward, a 
sum on or about 40/. by order of Government, about a year and a half ago: nothing 
since. 

The following question was put at the request of Colonel Ilodder : — Do you know if the 
subsistence of James Mackay and James Ryan has been included in the list of convicts 
'victualled at the rate of a shilling per day by the sheriff? — 1 do not. 

From what source have you received your iuformation, that the sheriffs recieved a shil- 
ling a day for victualling the convicts ?— From general report, as I had not the investigating 
tlie accounts, being only directed to pay the sum. 

From the accounts you have seen, are you certain that Government has paid at tlw; 
•rate of one shilling a day for the subsisting of each convicti' — Yes, 1 believe it. 

By Doctor Archer Wliat are you allowed by Government for your trouble ? — Five per 
cent, on the whole expenditure. 

Have the salt provisions that have been shipped for the convicts, and for New South 
Wales, been purchased by you ?~Yes, within the last two years. 

Have they been purchased by public lender, or by private contract? — By private 
contract. 

By whom is the private contract made? — Between me and Mr. Cummins. 

Do you keep a list of the convicts that are embarked and sail from this port ? — Yea, and 
1 transmit it to Government. 

Are your accounts inspected by any public officers? —Yes, my accounts are transmitted 
to the Secretary of State, who transmits them to the Commiffioners of Accounts. 

Were you, or any person for you, examined by the Commiffioners of Accounts ? — I was 
once when in Dublin, about seventeen or eighteen years ago. 

Do you send the list of prisoners to Government before the final account? — Yes, the list 
.of prisoners before, and the accounts after the ship sails. 

J)ocs the sailing of the transports depend upon your sending up the names of the con- 
victs to Government, and how ? — Yes, because that list is examined by Government, and a 
fair one from that list made out for the Governor of New South Wales. 

Do you derive any other epiolumcnt from your situation than the five per cent, you have 
mentioned ? — Yes ; in some instances, with respect to victualling whilst embarked in har- 
bour, and in no other instance. 

Can you explain the cause why the Guilford and Surrey remained so long in the harbour 
of Cork? — I cannot. 

Have you ever detained those ships from a motive of interest then or at any other period ? 
— Never. 

Do you recollect, in the space of time you have been agent, what number of ships sailed 
from Cork with convicts to New South ^\'ales ? — No; hut I have the list at home. 

Can you form any opinion, whether they went every year, second year, or third year? — 
There has been generally one every year, sometimes two ; but I believe eighteen months 
.have, at one lime, elapsed without one sailing. 

At what time did the Chapman arrive at the harbour of Cork? — Does not know. 

^^■hen the Chapman arrived in this harbour, was she quite ready for receiving the convicts? 
—No; her water and some carpenters work were required. 

When the Pilot arrived, was she ready to receive convicts? — Nearly. 

When those vessels arrive, are there not so many lay days allowed f — ^There are. 

Docs the embarkation of convicts in any way depend on yon ? — It docs not. 

4 )n whom docs it depend: — On doctor llui'diiig. 
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Do (lie accounts of the slienCrs nnticrgo die inspeetion ofanv officers of the oaol- and 
It necessary to have the signature ol any ol tlicin by way of approval !— I believe not 

from iviioni tio yon receive the sum of fifty guineas, that is given to slierilfs ..enerall v 
after the convicts sail f— From the Secretary of State. oeneially 

W hat is the reason that the stores arc never embarked in the convict ships before the 
convicts are put on board. —because, when all the provisions ate on board, die stores are 
llieti sent on board in one lighter. aie 

As you have not shipped any provisions at this embarkation, wily were not the stores sent 
on board m this instance ? — I see no particular reason why they were not 

re,; .d of “"Viets ftom Cork to Dublin, would it not 

letaid the sailing ol ihe vesselsr — Certainly. 

Wlmn you have received die lists and warrant signed by the lord lieutenant how soon do 
you give it to the captain f— The same day. ocuieuani, now soon no 

Have you, at any time, given any sums of money to Mr. Welsh the gaoleri— Yes- when 
liLd” •"■‘’“Sg' receipt, paid him money for them ; bnt noL for himself; inde- 

pendent of what may be in that receipt. ' 

Mr. William Lucas, having taken a voluntary Oath before Alderman Forster. 

Djd you fill thfe office of sheriff of the city of Cork last year? I did. 

Has there ai^ embarkation of convict.? during rourtiiiie? — 'J'wo; and had a orf-it 

Jiipnlj called foreign convicts. ’ 

In wliatinaiincrdid you subsist them i— On the first embarkation, after the vessel hud 

fbe''^’ "■'* Mr. Welsh the gaoler as to 
die moue of furnishing Government with the espense; he informed me, that ®there was a 
grant from Goyernment of three pence in the l-ingllsh shilling to the sheriff and that all 
preeedmg sbenffs were granted the same. He di?„ f„r„ishe3 his accofn, of e"penlh„?e 

InSn ol7° ’ received from Goverii- 

incntan older on Mr. Samthill for the amount, at the rale of thirteen pence per man a day 

the on/'''’™ ^iT i’f'J, getneas between us ; we then handld Mr. Welsih 

the sum lecciyed Item Goyernment, deducting at the rate of three-ponce in the English 
sliillmg, as before stated, m these two instances r-ngiisti 

w-,r,tSd’ Mr. Welsh to you in a private manner. >-No, it was not : it 

was slated to mo fiequcntlyj it has been stated both by Mr. Welsh the gaoler mid 

Ml Hardmg the deputy gaoler, the brother-in-law to Mr. Welsh the gaoler. ^ ’ - 

VV as there any person present at the conversation between you and Mr. Welsh f— Not tint 
I mcm lectt but 1 was so fat from considering it a privare or confidential coLuffica ion 
that I have spoken of it m the most pubhc way in the club-house and other places 
CoA?-I LhSe^wr' ° ® stoppages from the convicts generally'known in 

.hcyYd”?b^ “ ftink 

wc’e'k“m f“ Sfol while in office >_Frequendj t on an average twice a 

.uud“ncUvSly.“ “ “ i »" “'h-O' of themselves oollecttvely 

Did they ever complain to you of a short subsistence; that is, that the money alloived 
them was not sufficient .’-Until out of office I never had a knowledge of money Sin- o^id 
to the foreign convicts ; but always imagined that they were provTsioned by ffir<nSer 
having supposed that he had a contract for that purpose. ^ ^ ^ 

Did you know at what rate Mr. Welsh subsisted those convicts per dav?— I did not- but 
considered that they were victualled by M r. Welsh, out of the iL-pence per day which I 
gave him out. ol the ihirtccn-pence allowed by Government. ^ ^ 

l.av“ hemdM^em^^^^^^^^^ f— Never ( not 

l,vol,w"S:;ve;°r:ven;'5““™“™'“‘'^^ ‘P'"-'-f<°.-vet; hadiknownofi. 

Have you never read the seventeen gaol regulations?— Never 

permTi cISd ’[re'lSt're “oL'"' 6“''' “ » 

Mn Mn|r„'rth".“ •'-■'k non but I am sure 
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[The statement of Michael Murphy, a convict now on board the Pilot, being read to 
Mr. Lucas, which charged him with detaining a sum of money from the prisoner ; 
he,. Mr. Lucas, gave the following explanation.] 

“ This said Michael Murphy was suspected of the robbery of Mr. Honan. On hewing of it, 

I inquired and found out his lodgings. Said Murphy was known to be a poor man in the city 
of Cork. On hearing that he offered in Fishamble-lane, for breakfast, af.asBank of England 
note as a five-and-twentv shilling one, it increased my suspicion of his procuring it unjustly ; 
on searching his lodgings about three o’clock on Sunday morning, I found him and his 
mother in bed drunk ; on searching both I found notes and silver to the amount, as well as I 
recollect, of f.42. I then took both to Bridewell, and put the notes separate, stating the 
persons taken from. On Sunday morning the clerk of Mr. Honan said he could identify 
one note, and previous to showing them to him, mentioned that there were taken from the 
desk of Mr. Honan some notes of the Tipperary Bank, but could not swear to them ; on 
examining the notes taken from Murphy, two notes answering this description were found ; 
the necessary information was then lodged, and said Murphy committed to gaol for trial, 
Mr Honan being in England at the time of the assizes, his indorsement of the note could 
not be proved, in consequence of which Murphy was acquitted. On my inquiry of judge 
Mayne what 1 should do with tlie notes, he said, to be sure give them to the right owner 111 
court. I can positively declare that I never promised Mmphy to give the notes, or any part 
of them, to him, but on a consultation with my law agent was advised to hand them to 
Honan, getting from him a bond of indemnity, which is here produced. 

Cork, February 18th, 1817. (signed) JVm. Lucas. 

The Reverend Boyle Davies, having been voluntarily Sworn. 

ARE you the local inspector of the City Cork Gao) ?— I am. j , • 

How often do you, as such, attend in the week to see the provisions served f— 1 hree timea , 
on Sunday attends as a protestant chaplain. , tl j i 

How are the city prisoners subsisted ?~They get three shillings worth of bread per week. 

Are you aware that the prisoners receiving that allowance sell any part of it •— i they 
do : to purchase potatoes, iSce. for which their friends generally attend. I beg leave further 
to observe, that tWre is no store for any other diet than bread, nor any m the neighbour- 
hood to be procured. . , » 1 

l)o you go regularly through all parts of the prison. 1 do. , , , u u 

Are there any prisoners confined there not of the city of Cork, and how are *ey sub- 
? There are ; I could not tell how they subsisted till lately, not considering that 1 

had any thing to do with these prisoners. i u t 

Hovv are they subsisted ?— I have been informed that they receive sixpence a day by James 
Towel the turnkey, which, when I was informed, I said was contrary to the law as stated in 
the Seventeen Prison Regulations. -i > 

How long, to your knowledge, have you known that custom to prevail ?-It first cameto 
my knowlefge about a fortnight or three weeks ago ; and I learned it from the gaoler, Mr. 
John Welsh; and Mr. Harding his brother-in-law, that they the foreign convicts received 

^'^C?you?ny knowledge of spirits being allowed in the gaol ?— Spirits are not allowed to 
be carried in there, and I have done all in my power to prevent it, but from the constructioa 
and situation of the prison it is impossible entirely to farevent it. 

Are the foreign pmoners obliged to give their money to any particular person to provide 
their subsistence ?-They were not obliged ; but there are messengers who receive a weekly 
allowance of bread, the same as a prisoner, as a remuneration for their going messages. 

Arc ^ese the same persons who go on messages for foreign prisoners f— They are ; I know- 

no distinction. . , tt 1 

Does the gaoler Welsh live in the prison ?— He does not. , ^ . -kx,. 

How often does he visit his prison ?— I cannot say ; m my visits there 1 meet Mr. Hard- 
ing, the deputy gaoler, who goes through the prison with me, lu company with the turnkey 

not the gaoler bound by law to attend you at the issue of bread to the prisoners ?— 

^^How often has the gaoler attended you on those occasions ?— Latterly, not at all. 

How long since ?— More than six months ; have not seen him a single day since the last 

H?w long have you been inspector of the City Gaol ?-About twenty-two years. 

How lonl has Mr. Welsh been gaoler?— More than twelve years. 

How has^the gaoler, Welsh, discharged his duty, particularly with respect to his attend- 
ance on you at the issue of bread during that period?— With respect to his attending at the 
serving of provwions, he has not been so punctual as he ought to have been, believes he 

attended at the issue ofbread, but it was only occasionally. in the 

How was Dawson, and several other prisoners, who were heavily iron^, subsisted m Ae 
gaol during their close confinement ?— By receiving the allowance of three shillings worth 
nf hread nci* week, and ihcv did not complain of it. , * 

Were they in any way entitled to the allowance grated by Government to other 
_I think not 1 but I concciTO they were entiUed to the gaol allowance till put on Twaid the 



convict ship, or discharged. 1 3 mu 

Are the Seventeen Regulations regularly posted m the gaol Iney are. 
343- ® 



Why 
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prisoners sell their bread ?~I know thevdr, 

Don t they buy potatoes with the money they sell their bread for? r{. n ^ 

Would itnotbemoreadvantaaeousto thporisf^nor ®“PP°se they do. 

price in the firstinstancef— Perhaps it might.^ ’ potatoes himself at the market 
^uld you not buy them at the market, and have them distributed at the o-nn) ^ > xr 

wigout very great inconvenience, and 1 believe additional expe^ of cm'ale door?_Nof 

.t »«ure ofu.e agrfe^t be.weea 
it, nor did I think I Kad any tjii,« to dfS foroh' ® '-'*“'*“0 1 "ever heard 

tained by Government, and^not knowing how. ^ imagining they were main- 

laej and did not^mmn„icS,LtLrr4':„';^ 

Did you vistt the prison of Kilinainham, while in Dnb'lin i-I did 

giving him an account of what a bad gaol we had at Cork' ^ ° recollect further, than 
Does It not appear strange, that you should be so lonir' insnerfnr nf 1 
have heard of the manner in which foreign convicts w-ere snbsltedZl d 'li'’* 

because I did not consider it part of my duty to interfere about th^m * ^ ’ 

Welsh, I think, and certainly by Mr"^ Hardimr ^^^1 k ’ Mr. 

hear that the different sherijs got a hardso,n!\„m ihe^^ ' ‘'W 

where it came from I never kne,?, but supposed it from Govemmen°“" 
rc&«»^ P'i-" =a.« S:'Nu„„ery.>_I have, as 

ofmhS.hTifdSlrwf'““ of ‘>“=*=rtffs to sleep out of the gaol, „„ the scot. 

FrIt‘‘pi“\t„Y„S\S”^ iSKr ‘f *'0P‘ ‘he gaol F- 

be a great inconvenience if he took poiiession of his rLm ’ “ ™“‘‘‘ 

donotiXTeTe dlr'^''''*'" “ ‘‘'e gaol within these four years S_I 

Have yon reported to the judge that he did not >_I have. 

received three-pencl of tim'thirteSpcme'^^^ GoSmenff 1 ?“* 

convicts, and that the gaoler received four nenrp^ i the foreign 

Harding and by Mr. Mielsh SSf. ‘““‘‘P'-oo ?-I have been informed ^itby Air. 

(Signed) BOYLE DAVIES. 



— (N" 12 .) _ 

The present High Sheriffs of the City of Cork, being voluntatily sworn 

yo„F_ 

laredy -rei aahsisted.i-No, not having made any inquiry till 

S«geaidthataprese„tLm^"?h:“:g“St::^^^ 

fun^^t Sb““St bf ■ho- a profit on the 

Are you in the habit of visitiurthro i™ T ^~He did not. 

times a week, and on doing so vif it the^^whole of thT n ^ certainly three or four 

Evanson answers that; be has frequemh scc^die^' bread was distributed ?— Mr. 

into the quality of the bread ^ J ® provisions distributed, and has looked 

gij.uXet£tfawt"'S^^^^ i Mr. Davies has been 

Have you observed the Svenreen visits, 

but they might have been tliere without our „ ^~Ncver notiw^ them, 

that there is one in the turnkey's room ^ positively say, 

the tad di.trih„tio„ of 

av.es was, win,,. j„a h«v, been Uiere .’-Conceives that in eonseguenoe 

of 
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of his beiog confined with the gout, two or three times since we have been in office, that it 
was not in nis power, otherwise he would. 

Do you know, at this time, the foreign convicts are receiving sixpence a day, from the 
keeper of the gaol, for tiieir subsistence, or whether they receive their provisions in kind ?— 
We are given to understand, by the gaoler, that sixpence a day was given to the convicts, 
and as much more as was necessary, which was deemed by us sufficient, as there were no 
complaint made. 

Is not sixpence a day, in lieu of provisions, given to the convicts contrary to the act of 
parliament and die regulations of the gaol i — Can’t say. 

Is it by your permission Mr. W elsh sleeps out of the gaol J — There is no accommodation 
in it for him. 



(Signed) 



CHARLES PERRY, 
CHARLES EVANSON, 



j-Sherifl's. 



— (N“ 13.) — 

Doctor Harding, being voluntarily sworn. 

ARE you employed in the medical charge of the foreign convicts in this town?— Yes. 

Numbers of those convicts are confined in the gaol of this town?— Yes. 

How are they subsisted ? — I know not but from report, not havhig any thing to do witli 
the victualling of them. I heard a report that there w'as a shilling a day allowed for them ; 
the men sixpence a day, the remaining sixpence, part given to the sneriffs, part to the 
gaoler. Was sheriff myself, but nothing to do with convicts, except for a short time, which 
did not afford me any knowledge of the manner of subsisting. 

Have any of the foreign convicts been ill since your appointment as medical attendant ? — 
Yes. 

Have they required any additional sustenance, and was such supplied ? — ^They were, such 
as gruel and whey, which he had from the apothecary ; but when it came to light food, such 
as flummery, they had it from the gaoler. 

Was the whey and gruel furnished by the apothecary paid out of the sixpence a day, or 
a s^arate charge ? — Separate charge. 

Were those patients, which required such drink, in fevers? — They were in fevers and 
other complaints. 

How was the sixpence a day allowed by Government disposed of by the sick prisoners ? — 
I have heard that it was reserved for them till they recovered. 

Do you think men in bad fevers were paid the sixpence a day by the gaoler ? — Believe 
th^ were. 

How does it appear to you with regard to the state of health of prisoners sent from 
Dublin, for several embarkations past, with those of former periods ? — Infinitely better 
lately ; bad little or no sickness for several years past comparatively. I have had 27, 28, or 
40 sick in a ship formerly. 

Do you know of any complaints with respect to provisions made onboard the convict 
ships generally ?— I never heard them complain of ine want of any thing but tobacco and 
beer in the ships going out. 

Are you aware of any impediment thrown in the way of convict ships sailing for New 
South Wales? — Never; the only person that could possibly throw such impediment in the 
way, I think, would be myself, by saying the prisoners were sick. 

Do you recollect the ships Guilford and Surry being here ? — I do. 

Do you recollect why they were detained so long ? — They were detained to receive the 
insurrection men from the disturbed counties by order of Government. I have never known 
Captain Sainthill to receive a list that he did not deliver to the ship immediately, or within 
twelve hours. 

Do you believe that the profits arising to those concerned in victualling the convicts, has 
been in a great measure the cause of their delay, as set forth in Rear Admiral Sir B. Hallo- 
well’s letter of the 4th instant to the Right honourable Robert Peel f — Most solemnly I 
declare I do not believe any such thing. 

Who has the superintendence of convicts embarked on board transports ? — I have; the 
lis6 came down of those who are to be embarked, generally more in number than the ship 
will contain ; and any that are sick I must lay aside as unfit for the voyage. 

Why was not the Chapman completed before convicts were pul on board any other ship 
agreeably to the orders of Government ? — The first fifty were put on board the Pilot before 
che order came, and before the Chapman was ready to receive them, having the hospital 
to be removed from one end of the ship to the other. 

Were the Chapman and Pilot fit to receive convicts when they arrived in Cork harbour? 
I think they were not ; they were not reported so ; the captain stated they were all in con- 
fusion, and that they wanted to complete their water. Mr. Dewar occasioned a day’s delfw, 
he having represented that the dedts were wet, and wished to defer the embarkation till the 
next day ; the delay after this was owing to the convicts rubbing in for the itch. 

Can you account for the female convicts, sixty-three in number, being kept eight days 
in the small sloop Dumfries, lying on straw after their arrivalin the river when the Canada 
was perfectly ready to receive them ?— I was occupied Wednesday and Thursday in shiffmg 
the men where I dreaded the fever would breaik out, and bad no dread of any thing of that 

34r?. kind 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



^6 REPORT OF COMMISSIOxMERS APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE 

liiev as many as 

£)on’t you know there was a woman with a continued fever, and several r.tt.«r= 
reconimeDded, after a survey, to be immediately removed to nrevoi.t hers that were 
one of the women to have a quick pulse and irritabie state but had "" 
another woman who said she had a slight spi fof blSd m i I 

female weakness, but had no fear of contagion ^ 

» hom I deemed fittest to that ship, she being Ler between deeks than the 

You say that the Chapman was not ready to receive the oonvift’ i 

hospi^ having been removed from the toe pmi of the ship to the afteVpan“°did°^that 

iTrdSto“„!y,'?orirwiv?„ttio'i™s^^^^^^^^ ^ •“ 

eo°„vr*ipr‘’“ »-»‘t-«are empiojed lith edge-L"f ““hS 

Did you make any application to put convicts on board and was thp e .u ■ 

not being received on board the operation that was going on u iiirSe hosn^^ C 
bauithill, the captain, or mate of the ship, and myself in consnliatinrf ^ P ^ .“Captain 
better not to put them onboard till the hospital was finkhpd Wp.f^^^’ agreed that it was 
not enough to fill her till the convicts came from Dublin. I have evL^iSrSlirrStlh*^^'' 
them as short a time as possible on board previous to their snilino- in™ n ^ ® 

may be kept clean and better aired. ^ 

Don t you think that the few convicts that were in the cltv iraol riag lw.lnn- i . i 
mimber which were both in the city and county gaol) crowded Is thev mn«t h ® * 

receiving their sixpence a day for their subsistence ™^>st have been, and 

better fed and fulfas healthy, if they had been seni on board the 
not have also checked m some measure the fraudulent detention nf i 

from each man f-Fifty men were already put on boa?d tl.e W ^ ^ 
so crowdedjothom (ahiul .8) were in theh?on„.y gShtoh laie T 

not crowded, the remainder would be better on board the ship^s to rhim 
the trouble of guards would be the same on board fo the Ks “ “.f' 

w.th respeetto the seven-pence, of course they could hav e no ^Le for dlSn/'t'^ 
knew nothing about it except as already stated aetainmg it, but 1 

n.er„:T„tfiUo“r'"'"“" ■" to hemg embarked I-No, by .,o 

Were all ordered for embarkation by Government^— No 
And did all arrive erprallj at the same time from their se.'eral counties '-No 
mat'ed'l'-"' P“' ““ W foreign prisoners re- 

The Dumfries, with the female convict, from Dublin, arrived in Cove at about five ,■ 1 i 
on Sunday moramg the ed Instant; why were not steos taken n„ ?“ e ■ 

as they were very Innch crowded !-ol Monday I wS to Cove m ™ ‘‘‘'Lw""'’'?'’ 

What is the reason they were not removed on Tuesday i— On Tuesdav T did net „ A 
What ts the reason they were not removed on Wednesdayand ThursS > ^ On ^°T' 

I was occupied m the hold of the Vittoria almost the whole of fhe d,v r. 1““'’“^ 

from that vessel. On Thursday I was occupied the whole of the A v removing the men 
the Atlas. I V,,. selecting, as 1 shifted thetE, the smllFmen to 
lowest vessel between decks. In the eveningofThursdavIcale home a r I* 
learful of having an attack offerer; bathed my feet, and wentTbed .to neS ^ 

Are you aware that the Chapman is some inches higher than the Pilot hetw ^ ”d^ reryill 

am not, the reverse appeared to'^me from vvalking ntoefthe bel w^ 

thaYtlSy™' ‘>'>Sa.urda,.'_I was detained in town on particular business 

How many of the female convicts were shifted oa Sunday afternoon > ♦ 

number; I was on board on Sunday on that duty. a^ernoon?— Iwenty-two m 

Do you know the reason for the stores not being embarked befr^r^. th.. . 

board .^-I know nothing about the stores, or whaf they ie ® 

noS;.”"' 'topital of.be Chapman >-I do 

gaoU_A..hemmkeSsome.Jhack.^h^k1rw:Tef^tht;.* 

Did 
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Did you ever hear that the convicts were subsisted for four-pence a day each ?— I did^ 
and well, by Alderman Forster, when he was sheriff. 

Is yours a fixed salary from Government, or does it arise from any other source ? — It is 
paid by Government, so much a visit when I visit the gaol, and so much a visit to the ship. 

Do you receive a certain sum, exclusive of the visits to the gaol, for every convict that is 
embarked ? — I do for examining them. 

Have you any objections to state What these sums are ? — I have. 

(Signed) Robert Harding. 



— N" 14 .— 

Mr. John Wehk, being voluntarily sworn. 

HOW long have you been keeper of the city Cork gaol ? — About seventeen years. . 

During that period have there been any prisoners from other counties confined in your 
gaol ’—There have been a great many. 

How have they been subsisted ? — At sixpence a day. 

Was it money that was given, or provisions to that amount r — Money. 

Did all such convicts receive their money daily whbn sick or well ? — They did. 

From whom is the money drawn for their subsistence? — I ahva^-s advanced the money till 
the'convicts are gone, and then the sheriffs repay me. 

HotV much money do the sheriffs pay you foi'each convict daily? — Ten-pence, 

What becomes of the four-pence that remains after the convict receives his sixpence? — 
r pay one of the officers under me 35 1 , a year, and I pay another 150/. a year, for their 
care of the convicts alone : they have other salaries for doing the city business. I am also 
obliged to pay for cleaning, several messengers, providing water, and extraordinary white- 
washing the prison for the foreign convicts, and obliged to take up mosey at interest to 
defray those'expenses, and support the convicts who are sick with light food that may be 
ordered by Doctor Harding, such as flummery or stir-about, which is given independent of 
the sixpence a day, and made no distinct charge of. 

Would it not be necessary to employ the persons you mention if the foregin convicts 
were not in gaol? — It could not be necessary bn that establishment of pay., 

Would it not be necessary to whitewash the gaol according to act of parliament if those 
prisoners were not in the gaol ? — It would be necessary, but it would not require to be 
done so often. 

Have you ever calculated what your savings are, after paying the attendants you have 
mentioned, and other extra expenses on account pf the foreign convigts ? — I have ; I never 
found it exceed 3 ?. or 4 1 . at any one shipment, and a present from Government afterwards 
from 40 ?. to 50 ?. . . 

What becomes of the overplus four-pence that remains in case of foreign convicts re- 
maining in gaol after the ships have sailed ?— The number is generally so large that it is 
disposed of in the same way, and I have no profit on it ; there are now 88 in gaol. 

How many foreign convicts, were in your gaol at the last embarkation on board the 
Sufry, and how long were they there ? — I can’t say exactly, without referring to my 
book. 

[Afr. Welsh produced his convict iooil:.] 

Are all the foreign convicts named in that book, those alone for which you have been 
paid ten-pence per day, with the dates therein expressed? — Yes, it is a register of all the 
convicts which have passed through the prison within these dates! 

Do you know what sum of money was paid by Government for the daily maintenance 
of the foreign convicts in your gaol? — I understand thirteen-pence a day was received to 
subsist them, and cover all gaol expenses. 

Have you ever seen any of the accounts sent up to Government, or have you a copy of 
them ? — I have seen the most of them these many years, but I have no copies. 

How is the account stated ? — Money expended by the sheriffs of Cork in supporting and 
safe-keeping the undermentioned convicts. 

Do you know any letter from Government authorizing the deduction you have men- 
tiort'ed out of the thirteen-pence a day for the feeding of prisoners ? — No, I do not. 

Doh’tyou know that the sum of thirteen-pence a day was applied for to Government, 
and granted for the sole purpose of feeding prisoners ? — No, I do not. 

Under what authority were those stoppages made wliich you have mentioned ? — Can’t say, 
nor with whom it originated. 

Wks not the thirteen -pence a day allowed by Government for their sole subsistence, as 
yOU believe? — I believe not. 

What reason have you for not believing it? — Because it Was currently reported, and 
handed down from sheriff to sheriff. 

Was that the practice when you were first appointed keeper to that prison ? — It was, 
and before. 

Would captain Salnthill have advanced you any money on Gbvcrnuient stecouht for the 
subsistence of foreign convicts if you liad applied to him ? — I believe he would not, if he 
had not an order from Government. 

Could not that order have been easily obtained on proper application by the sheriff? — I 
I believe it might. 

343 - What 
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■30/.ia .he gaoU- 

What IS your appoiTHiaenl i-^ovemor, or head gaoler 

r. .0,00 that .he sheriff, pay .he mooey for .he sobs-is.eoce of .he foreiga eoovicsi- 

dIcSSir "" ““ “ - - - 

S SpaSV^ 

and paid messengei'o?. SthrilfoMylssLrbv G **’' '“'“'■ay. 

became of thew sums for five years previous to^.hr.hre^" “"™“i 

been paid regolarlv £.35 a year for five years nr.e. r' 5^ T" '“'"«oa !— Torvel has 

“ ' “MiJefed it rva. intended for me ® ' ‘““ii 

rsri^ •» «'• H-- 

&berawtr:ipt.r!’.::T^^^ 

ance rn money; the dlorvat.ee of provisions wasC a rtre ^ would rather have any ailorv- 

^yWich he is enabled 

to the foreign convicts had firs/takcn place.] “""oy for provrsrons 

What is yonr salary from the cit,!_£. ,o5 every half year. 

foran:pp“imr^.ltr;j?o:L»^ 

Don t you consider it an nowarrantable act, mit.nv°Me of S G° oathority. 
defray expenses incurred by your own appoto.tnentLi dfuM G‘>'’«““>ent-money to 
Upoa wliat grounds do you supoori ic^— If f Inrl nr., "i j • • 
person, the pr^ners would have aff escaped, there beinv a Mr’! Xh 
between it and the next house. I have bren also oblived u. S , k X y ^ 

to some of the prisoners, for giving meinfirmation or?he .!on,ic,f£ ““>“y 

.hen.‘5emT4dTnLXcor.7ga;r'^^^^^^^^^ “ P™?'' .0 have 

additional tnrnireysl-l had n^oXl^o XpV toXuhe she;^^^^^^^^^ "> 

msecurity of the gaol often, and they knKt well 1 mentioned the 

a la'se 'of dre“S paraw^ti'fhoX h X ’’ 

It was to point out additional alterations^ or impr® vements' rvh"K°mf 

yon have fregnently seen him in h.s ofiicial capLit, dnrinvThm perioT/ iT 

that I had any thing to do with the insopetor veuksst P'^ttob r -1 do not concetve 

no. order an^ imprlvenrent to XZd'^ in Sr'ad^ ““W 

sentment for any improvements they thought proper in thl io AndT ^ P‘‘®‘ 

inspector-general. And I do not think the Lod caoabfe^nfLtv"^ ^ 
waa thrown down and re-built entirely; and also that S^v ar^ oK “ 

Did you make a complaint of th'L^^Lcurit; of\fe 

former answer, totnegrandjurybefbrechelastassivM? r^;,i / nave stated in- your 
.n.eemhyof.hegao.rvel,;^a„!;hcs,de,.he^ 

a..e„dmyd„^ineonr,’indp‘.icXrlX4Xo^ *“ 

the gaol rncapable of an, improvement without being throXdoiX'^"'’'’ “ 

theXr„|;'tf''.'hT^rrf&Xt'rr:^^^^^ 

rhe£ix:'n?rxci;r 

A. yon say that yon do no. th.nlr that the i„s,uic.or-ge„cral ha. any control over the 

improvement 
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improvement of the gaol, in what instances do you consider your conduct subject to his 
inspection ? — In every instance of my personal care of Uie gaol ; if I use a prisoner ill or 
cruelly, then he ha? me completely under his control. ’ 

If you are guilty of the violation of an act of parliament, in the execution of your duty in 
the gaol, don’t you think you are under his control in that instance?— I don’t know 
inde^. ' 

Is the Government acquainted with your having an under gaoler at £. 130 a year, and a 

turnkey at £.35, paid out of the money which they allow for the subsistence of the convicts? 

I don’t know; 1 should rather think not. 

As those appointments are not recognized by Government, do you not consider yourself 
responsible for all their acts ? — Certainly ; and even if they were sanctioned by Government 
I should, even then. ’ 

Do you know that three-pence a d^, out of the thirteen-pence allowed for the subsistence 
of the convicts, is taken by the sheriffs ? — I know it is. 

Do you remember telling Mr. sheriff" Lucas, after the first embarkation, or at any time, 

that three-pence out of the thirteen-pence a day was a grant of Government to the sheriff’s ? 

1 might have said so ; for I always considered it go, as I did the four-pence allowed to me 
for covering all the gaol expenses; and I conceive that if I satisfied the prisoners, that if 
there was any saving that it was intended for me for my trouble, exclusive of the £. 40 I 
received as a present at every embarkation. 

At the lime you took upon yourseli; on your own authority, to pay sixpence a day instead 
of provisions, did you not know that you were acting in direct violation of the act of parlia- 
ment?— No, I did not, for this reason; because I cousider the foreign convicts distinct 
troni every other kind of prisoners, they being sent by Government to the sheriff’s. 

If the inspector-general of prisons should at any time have inquired into the practice of 
sixpence a day to each foreign convict, instead of feeding them as formerly, and he directed 
you to return to the former custom, would you have thought it your duty to obey his di- 
rections m that instance ?— Not unless I was ordered by the sheriff. 

Did the sheriff order yon to desist from feeding them as foi-merly ?~Some person of 
authority did direct me to make the change, but I can’t bring to my recollection who 
it was. 



Did you ever, directly or indirectly, communicate to the inspector-general that thirlech- 
pence per day was CTanled by government for subsistence of foreign convicts, and that six- 
pence only was paid to them ? — I never did. 

Did you ever inform the local inspector, Mr. Davies, of it?— I cannot say I did; but he 
must have known it. 

Do you believe the local inspector knew of it ?— I am certain he must have known it from 
the very beginning of the practice. 

Do you not know that Government has commenced a distinct prison for convicts eighteen 
months ago, and is it not now nearly finished f — It is so well finished or secure that I would 
undertake the charge of the prisoners in it. 

Do you consider the prison in that slate for health and security as that the prisoners may 
now be removed with safety into it?— I do; and would be glad they would be removed. 

Would It not be better to feed the foreign convicts in the manner you have stated than 
to stop money from them, and give them sixpence a day to feed themselves I think it 



Are you not of opinion, that by prisoners receiving money instead of food, tends to an 
irregularity and difficulty of managing them ?— I think it does. 

Are ihe prisoners allowed to purchase spirits ^ — They are not. 

How are the messengers that attend your prison paitf? — Some are paid by Mr. Davies for 
tl>e city prisoners, and others by me, out of the four-pences. 

How much do you pay those you allude to?— Some three, some four shillings a week. 

How many messengers have you, independent of those paid by Mr. Davies?— Two- 
formerly, on making inquiry, I find that there have been no messengers employed or paid 
by me on account of this shipment. ‘ 

What is their duty ?— To go for any kind of provisions for the prisoners. 

Are they male or female i — Sometimes male, sometimes females ; at present they are 
females. •’ 

Do you reside in your prison ?— At present I do not, there being no place for me ; I did 
for twelve years. 

How often do you visit your gaol ?— Until within these last three months, three or four 
times a day; being confined to my bed for the space of three months, and in consequence 
of my ill health Mr. llarcimg never stirs from the gaol. 

Previous to the 3d March you mention, did j'ou attend Mr. Davies at the distribution of 
bread?— 1 could not attend him, because he did not regularly distribute it for the last 
twelve months. The turnkey served out the bread ; I could go further back • for the 
last five years he did not attend regularly; he left the distributing of the bread to the 
turnkey, Fowd ; he came then in the evening to settle his accounts- 

Did he not attend regularly every Sunday at prayers, except the time he was in Dub- 
lin r — 1 believe he did. 

Did lie distribute the bread on Saturdays r — I can’t charge iny memory. 

As you speak so decidedly of the absence of Mr. Davies for the last five years during the 
serving of the bread to the prisoners, have yon attended regularly and constanlly vourself 

343 .. to 
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“’.if'? ‘''f* •» P^'My °>! oath i-r h,ve not attended regukriy, 

but 1 have aeen the turakey serving the bread. ® 

to f directed you to pay sixpence a day 

to the coavicts instead of their provisions ; that you cannot bring to your recollection whJ 
i„ JS’ yo^.JiistiAed m your situation as keeper of the gad to take such a step as chanc- 
mg the regulations established by an act ot parliame.it, without having a written order for 
a!io“wance7 ‘f the convicts got a sufficient 

Don t you think It necessary to know the person who gives you an order, if vou act in 
acbo^ronhe^peo^ ‘ P“»h to, not h.viag kept 

«»> ” «->' 

Have you at any time given money for your appointment, as keeper of the gaol Never 
Why have not, messengers been employed at this embarkation as formerly f— Because I 
found them not wanting ; Towel principally purchased any thing they wantedf 
Why was not that practised on former occasions i — 1 can’t leli. 
gaol^^No alteration made in the subsiaung the convicts in the 

Have the Seventeen Gaol acgulatioo, been constantly bung up in the prison i-As often 
“esTrofed tlie'm!''^'’'^ *'*® S“<>h soniMimes the prisoners 

tlave they beep hung, within the last three or four years J^Tbey liavo. 

By whom are those Reguiatioas signed f—By the inspector-general and the local inspector, 
the^^ii ”— ^ attend to those Regulations, and to enforce obedience to them in 

How then conld you presume to make an alteration in the Regulations signed by tile 
inspector-general, and give sixpence a day in lien of provisions, w.ftliont informing him or 
he Government of U; and having ins or their anthoritj for doing it: you say you have 

UrfumVIEylTd^so '■ “ them.pector-generali-Ididuo. 

As you thought It your du.ty to obey those Regulations signed by, him and the local 
inspector only, why do younpt thmk it your duty to obey himjra other instances r— Because 
those foreign prisoners were sent to the sheriffs, with. directions to theiu to provide for them 
w committed, both ioreigu convicts and others, ameuaWe to the Seven- 

teen Gaol tve.guiations ? — I conceive they are. 

Shpuid they not. be treated according to these regulations f— Certainly. 

was sixpeace per day granted to each prisoner, in breach of those 
Sot‘ recVlkc. “» •» -"»ke the change, but 

Bid you tlimk.,any person could authorize yon so to do, eioept Government; and have 
yon such author,t,i--l should suppose that eitl.er the sherififs or Dr. Harding’^ „„.l.or”y 
would bp. sufficient; but I cap t say that I h 4 ve either. ^ rtuvuomy 

If Dr. Harding, OT the present shenlfi, directed you to restore the foreign convicts to the 
former mode ol feeding, would you have obeyed them ?— Certainly ^ 

Has tliesecret^erviceinoiiey. which you have stated to have paid for information, been 
taken^rom the thirteeu-peuce allowed tor the subsisience of the convict^— It has 
Have you, m your return of expeuvcs, suited, under the head of secret-service'monev the 
sums so expended ?— I have not ; 1 always drew tea-peace for each convict, to maintain ’him 
andcover the expenses. 

I havrnor account yourself, of the sums paid as, secret-service money by yon ?— 

What is the amount of the sum'tbat you liave paid, to the best of your recollection?—! 
cap t torm an idea. •' . j. 

I S," responsible for the conduct of youi turokeys »ud under gaoler J— 

(Signed) Join 
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ABUSES IN THE CONVICT DEPARTMENT AT CORK. 



An account OF MONEY paid by Government for the Subsistence of Convicts in the 
City Gaol oiCork-, which includes three Embarkations; commencing 29th September 1814, 
and ending 5th July 1816, being one year and ten moiilbs. 



HOW 

DISPOSED OF. 



RATE OF PAYMENT. 



1814: 

Sept. 29. George Levinge - 1 
Timothy Donoghue | 
John Byrne - 
Patrick Hollester - 

— 30. John Murphy' 

Peter Mooney 
Michael O’Brien - 

— 28. Baroaby Connor- - 

Edmond Moore 
John Fowler - 
Thomas Julian 

Thomas Lannan 
Patrick M'Daiiiel - 
Michael Rafter 



— 28. Sarah Hayes 



Mary Ryan - 
Mary Cardon 
— 30. John Aldwell 
Bryan Meara 
Nov. 4. Edward Murray 
Janies Ganey 
Anthony Molloy 
Bridget Burke 



Shipped 18 Oct. - 

- ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- ditto - 

31 Oct. - 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 

. - 18 Oct. - 

- ditto - 

- . 31 Oct. - 

Discharged 31 July 

1815 - - . - 

Shipped 18 Oct. - 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 
Shipped 18 Oct. re- 
turned 31 same 
month, and dis- 
charged 28 Sep- 
tember 1815 - 

Shipped 31 Oct. 

. . 18 ditto • 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 



Edward Neale 
Daniel Neale 
William Murphy - 
Edmond Butler 



20 days at 1.1. per day 
ditto — 1 



306 ditto — 

21 ditto — 

ditto — 

ditto — 



Discharged on bail, 
25 Oct. 

Shipped 18 Oct. 

- - ditto - 

. - ditto - 

- - ditto - 





Theophilus Cham- 
berlain 


- - 12 ditto - 




Connor S^aine 


. - 18 ditto - 




James Comerford - 


Shipped 31 Oct. i«- 1 
turned 8 Nov. and | 
transmitted toClon- > 




James Doyle - 


inel the 17 March 
1815 . - - 1 

Shipped 18 of Oct. 




Michael Kearney - 


Shipped 31 Oct. - 




Lancelot Ryan 


18 ditto 


— 29. 


Michael Kennedy - 


Discharged 23 ditto 

1815 ■ ' . ■ 

Shipped 18 - ditto 




Patrick Mahony - 




Michael Mahony - 


1814 - - - 

- - ditto - 




Maurice Mahony - 


- ditto - 




Richard Wilson 


- - 31 ditto 


— 4* 


Peter Fitzpatrick - 


- - r8 ditto 




John Hawleit 


- - ditto - 




Robert Walker 


- - ditto - 




Bridget Byrne 


- - ditto - 




Margaret Mitchell - 


- ditto - 




Mary Chandler 


. - ditto - 


— i8. 


Peter Baraghati 


Discharged May 3, 


343* 


1816 - ■ ^ - 
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=2 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE 




('Sept. 29, 

J814. 



September 8, 



— 14. 



Michael Murray 



Bri<lget Walsh 
Elizabeth Smith 
Charles Fairclough 
Patrick Curran 
Thomas Fitzpatrick 
John Fivnn - 
Owen Hughes 
Richard Pepper 
Patrick Hughes 

John Sunderland - 
Tltomas Walsh 

James Murray 

James Bergin 
Edward Mogan 
John Cleary . 

Elinor Kinsekgh - 
Redmond liurke 
Edward Heuley 

Thomas Crauglnvell 
Williufn Craughwell 
Patl-ick Kelly 
Francis Walsh 
James Canhope 

Thomas Mulvihill - 
David Kinselagh • 
Thomas Aylward - 
Patrick Blanchbill - 
Michael Davey 
Michael Phelan 
Darby Doyle 



HOW- 

DISPOSED OF. 



Shipped 4 October 
1815, returned 24 
Nov. same year, & 
remains now ingaol 
accounts furnished 
and paid to 30 Sept. 
1816 . - . 

Shipped 31 Oct. . 
- - rlitto - 

- ditto - 

Shipped 31 Oct. - 

' - ditto - 

“ - ditto - 

- ditto - 

Sent to Poor-house 

25th Oct. 1815 - 
Discharged 23 Oct. 
■8j5 - - - 

ditto - 



NUMBER 
OF DAYS. 



^693 days 



39-2 days 
390 ditto 



Jteies Dowling 
Mailiew Hyland 
Francis Collins 
William Curtin 
James Meehan 
William Walsh 
William Keating 
Thomas Hogan 
Johannah Conway 
Bridget Cavtby 
Patrick Jordan 
Thomas Turnhill 
Anthony Kelly 
Thomas Walsh 
Janies Hill 
Charles Richardson 
Peter M'Nulty 
John Mulkliiio 
Marlin Hughes 
Jane Mitchell 



Shipped 27 Sept, was 
returned they Oct. 
following, and since 
in gaol; Account 
furnished and paid 
to 30 Sept. 1816 - 
Shipped 27 Sept. - 
' - ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- - 4 Oct. 

- ' 30 Sept. - 

- - ditto - 

Shipped 4 Oct. 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 

' - ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- - ditto - 

- ditto - I 

- ditto • 

! Shipped 30 Sept, re- 
I turned 21 Oct. par- 
I doned 23 Dec.1815 



/ 



,380 da}! 



21 ditto 
ditto 

19 d.iys 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

afi days 

22 ditto 
ditto 

21 days 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



80 days 



RATE OF PAYMENT. 



S. d. 



jat 1. 1. per daj 



Discharged 25 Oct 
18,4 - . . 


27 clays 


Shipped 31 ditto - 


33 diito 


- ■ 4 ditto - 


27 ditto 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


- ditto - 


ditto 


30 Sept. - 


23 days 


- ' 4 Oct. - 


26 ditto 


Sent to Infirmary, 26 
Nov. - - . 


79 ditto 


Shipped 4 Oct. 


26 ditto 


- ditto - 


' ditto 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


- 27 Sept. 


1 8 days 


Now in Gaol, account 
furnished and paid 
lt>3oSept. i8i6 . 


390 ditto 


Shipped 4 Oct. 


29 ditto 


- 27 Sept. 


21 ditto 


- ditto - 


ditto 


- ditto - 


diito 


- ditto - 


ditto 


- diito - 


ditto 



£• s. d. 

37 10 9 

— 8 8 
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ABUSES IN THE CONVICT DEPARTMENT AT CORK. 



When 




HOW 


NUMBER 










RECEIVED. 


NAMES. 


DISPOSED OF. 


OF DAYS. 


R.\TE OF PAYMENT. 




1815 : 


f 


SluDDed ijo Sent, r 


] 




£. 


.. 


d. 


Sept. 14. 


Mary Ward -i 


returned 31 Oct. ; 
pardoned 14 Dec. 


1 61 days 


at 1. 1, per day 


3 


6 


1 




1 


1815 - - 


J 












( 


Shipoed to Sent. : 


1 












Anne Walsh 


returned ai Oct. ; 
jiardoned 14 Dec. 


[• 71 ditto 


— 


3 


6 


I 




1 


1815 - - 


J 










— 8. 


Martin Maher 


Shipped 27 Sept. - 
- ■ ditto - - 


20 ditto 





1 


1 


8 




I’atrick Quinn 


ditto 


— 


1 


1 


8 




f 


In gaol now; ac- 


1 










— 14. 


Samuel Williams 1 


count furnished and 
paid to 30 Sept. 
1816 - . - 


U83 ditto 


— 


20 


4 


11 




Patrick Maguire 


Shipped 4 Oct. 


21 ditto 





1 








James Oattney 


- - ditto - 


ditto 





I 








James Dowel 


- - ditto - - 


ditto 





1 








Owen Dolphin 


- - ditto - 


ditto 





i 








Dennis Carrowbine 


- ditto - 


ditto 





1 








Dudley Muirooney 


- ditto - 


ditto 





1 








John Tennesev 


- * ditto - 


ditto 





1 








Robin Stack - 


- ditto - 


ditto 













Richard Stack 


- - ditto - 


ditto 





1 






~ 7- 


Edward Hagan 


- - ditto - 


28 ditto 




1 


in 






Edmond Rikey 


— 27 Sept. - 


21 ditto 


— 


1 








John Meara - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


1 








Laurence Donoghue 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


i 




9 




r 


Shipped27Sept ; re- 


1 














turned70ct.| since 


1 












Daniel Hanlon - < 


in gaol; account 
paid to 30 Sept 
1816 ... 


j-SSo ditto 




20 


1 1 


3 




Daniel Tierney 


Shipped 27 Sept. - 


21 ditto 


— 


1 


2 






Patrick Leonard - 


- ' ditto - 


ditto 


— 


1 


2 






Mary Teniiesscy • 


— 30 D“ 


24 ditto 


— 


1 


6 






Bridget Kennedy • 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


' 


1 


6 







Anne Eilis - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


1 


6 


— 


— 13- 


Mathew Buckley - 


— 4 Oct. 


22 ditto 


— 


1 


3 


10 




John Hickey 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


1 




10 




Edward Blanchfield 


- - ditto - 


ditto 





1 




U} 




William Whelan - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


. 


1 




10 




George Gumbleton 


- - ditto - 


21 ditto 





I 




in 


10. 


Bridget VValsh 


— 30 Sept. - 


ditto 


— 


1 


2 






Judith Chambers < 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


I 


2 




— 29. 


Edward IVPCabe 


— 4 Oct. 


6 ditto 


— 


— 


6 


() 


October 4. 


James Rowe - 


Acc' paid to 30 Sept. 
















1816 - - - 


362 ditto 













W'illiam Flvn 


Shipped 24 Nov. - 


52 ditto 


— 


2 


K) 






John Kearns - 


— Oct. 


4 ditto 


— 


— 








John halkner 


— 24 Nov. 


52 ditto 


— 


2 


id 






Michael Quinlan > 


Acc' paid to 30 Sepi. 
















1816 - . - 


362 ditto 













James Mills < 


Shipped Oct. 


4 ditto 


— 










Edward M'Donnell 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 








James lalbot 


Acc' paid 1030 Sept. 
















1816 - . - 


362 ditto 


— 


>9 


12 






William Higgins - 


Shipped 29 June 














i8i6 - ' - 


270 ditto 


— 










Patrick Farrell 


— 70ct. 1815 


4 ditto 


— 










Edward Dwyer 


- ditto - 


ditto 


— 











Thomas Morrice - 


Acc’ paid to 30 Sept 
















i3i6 - - - 


362 ditto 


— 




12 






James Murphy 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


59 


12 






John Flanagan 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


’9 


12 






William Clarke - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 




12 






I'ranns ftTl'ann 


- - ditto - - 


ditto 


— 




12 






Andrew Colville 


- - ditto . 


ditto 







12 






Hugh Quinn - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 







12 






John Murray- 


- - ditto - 


ditto 













Thomas Lavill 


- ditto ' 


ditto 


- . - 










John Benham 


Enlisted 4 Nov. 1815 


52 ditto 





2 


16 












j {continued) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



24 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE 



When 


NAMES. 


HOW 


NUMBER 


1 




EKCEIVED 


DISPOSED OF. 


OF DAYS. 


RATE OF PAYMENT. 


1815. 












Oct. 4. 


Robert Hunter 


Shipped 7 Oct. 


4 days 


at 1. l.pe^da^ 






George Gorey 


Acc* paid to 30 Sept. 






Ellen Cahill - 


181C - - - 


362 ditto 





19 12 2 




Pardoned 31 Dec. 






Anne O’Neill 


l8i6; account paid 
to 30 Sept. 1816 - 


ditto 








Account paid ditto - 
Pardoned 4 October 
1816; account paid 
ditto - - - 


ditto 


' 


19 12 2 


Bridget Dalton 




Anne Mallen 











Acc' paid as above 











Elieu Murphy 


- - ditto - 











Jane Doyle - 


- - ditto - 


diito 





19 12 2 




Susan Johnson 


Pardoned 8 August 






Margaret Johnson - 


J816 - - - 











- - ditto - 


ditto 









Sarah Mooney 


Acc' paid 1030 Sept. 










1816 - . . 








~ 7 - 


James Hanlon 


Died t5 April 


191 ditto 









Itiomas IVlageuQis - 


Acc' paid to 30 Sept. 








William Murphy - 


1816 - - - 











Sbipped2iJunei8i6 


258 ditto 





13 ly 0 




John McCulloch - 


Acc' paid to 30 Sept. 








1816 - - . 










Patrick Hunt- 


- - ditto - 








— 21. 


Charles Mallen 


- - ditto - 











Bryan Laughlin 


Shipped yJone j8i6 


230 ditto 









Edward Jameson • 


Acc' paid to 30 Sept. 










1816 - - . 











John Dempsey - 


- - ditto - 










John Hopkins 


Shipped 24 Nor, - 











Baitbolemew Dully 


— 29 June 











Edward Murphy - 


- - ditto - 











Michael Holster - 


— 7 June- 


231 ditto 









Thomas McKenna - 


Account furnished to 








Patrick O’ Donnell - 


30 Sept. 1816 







1 Q . rt ^ 




Shipped 24 instant - 







^ . 




Callaghan Peardon - 








1 




Maurice Roacfae - 


- • ditto • 


ditto 







5 c|H. 14. 


f 


Shipped4 Oct; re- 


1 






John Kearney • ) 


turned thesi Oct.; 










Palmer Kearney - 1 


and Shipped 7 June 
1816 - - - 


J ditto 





12 10 3 


October 31. 


James Martin 


Acc' paid 1030 Sept. 










Michael Bvriie 


1816 - . . 


ditto 









Shipped 29 June - 


243 ditto 









William Dumie 


- ditto - 




■ 






John Kinselah 


- ditto - 






>3 3 3 
11 19 7 




James Hogan 


— 7 June 


221 dhiu 






George Byrne 


Acc' paid to 30 Sept. 








Edward M^’Cabe - 


1816 , - . . 











Shipped 29 Jane - 


243 ditto 


— 


>3 3 3 


Nov. 26. 


Thomas Higgins 


— 8 May - 


ids ditto 





8189 




Patrick Carroll 


Transmitted to Li- 








merick 18 March - 


1 14 ditto 





636 


Dec. 9. 


John Sullivan 


Shipped 8 May 


152 ditto 





848 




Dennis Ryan 


- - - ditto - 











Margaret Heunessy 


tardoned 9 Seplem- 










Patrick Hickey 


her i 8 i 3 


276 ditto 







— 14. 


Shipped 14 June - 


184 ditto 









Daniel Ryan - 


— 8 May - 


147 ditto 


— 


7 19 3 




f 


Ditto brought back 


' 






— 58 


Michael Lynch - < 


29 June; and ac- 
count furnished to 


U27 ditto 


— 


>2 511 


1816: 


1 


30 Sept. 1816 


J 






Jjiiiiar^ 6. 


John Daly 


Shipped 8 May 


124 ditto 









James Hackett 


- ditto - 











John Fogarty 


- - ditto - 




- 




Bovre Eagan 


- - ditto - 







6 14 4 

612 8 


— <18. 


Laughlin Lawler - 


- - ditto - 


104 ditto 


— 
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ABUSES IN THE CONVICT DEPARTMENT AT CORK. 






When 

RECEIVED. 


NAMES. 


HOW 

DISPOSED OF. 


! 

NUMBER 
OF DAYS. 


RATE OF PAYMENT. 


1S16: 








«. d. 


£. 




d. 


tebruary 


John Dwyer - 


Shipped4NoT.i8i5 


98 days 


at 1. X. per day 


6 


6 


■2 




John Murphy 


' ditto - 


ditto 


■ 






2 




William Ryan 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


6 


6 


2 




Roger Murphy 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


6 


6 


2 




James Ryan - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 






2 




Thomas Hackett 


- « ditto - 


ditto 





6 


6 


2 




John M'Grath 


' - ditto - 


ditto 





6 


6 


2 




Edmond Ryan 


- ditto - 


ditto 





6 


6 


2 




Roger Corcoran 


- - ditto - 


ditto 





i 6 


6 


2 




1 Joseph Costello 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


6 


6 


2 




Dennis Dwyer 


- ditto - 


ditto 


— 


6 


6 


2 




Michael iMurphy - 


• - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


6 


6 


2 


— 13- 


Michael Leahy 


- - ditto - 


88 days 


— 


5 


»5 


4 


March 16. 


Bryan Reordan 


Died 29 .'\pril - 


45 Jays 





2 


8 


9 


— 6. 


Edmond Power 


Shipped 8 May 


64 days 


— 


3 


9 


4 




Edmond Fox 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


1 


3 


9 






Thomas Koobury - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


3 


9 


4 


April 22. 


Cornelius Hayes 


- ditto - 


17 days 


— 




18 


5 




Mathias Murphy - 


. ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 


18 


5 




Edward liurke 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 


18 


5 


May 2. 


John Hennessy 


- - ditto - 


7 days ' 





— 


7 


7 




Timothy Bryan 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 


7 


7 




Lawrence Moore - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 




7 




Daniel Maher 


- - ditto - 


ditto 





— 








James Maher 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 


7 


7 


June 1-2. 


Gerald Hope - 


— 14 June 


3 days 


— 




3 


3 




Richard Reilly 


— 21 D“ 


10 days 


— 


— 


10 


10 




Edward Tobin 


Acc'paid to 30 Sept. 
















i8i6 . - ■ 




— 


6 


0 




— >3- 


Peter Daly - 


Shipped 21 June • 


9 days ' 


— 


— 


9 


9 




Darby Costello 


— 14 D“ 


2 days 


— 


— 


a 


.2 


May 31. 


John Cormican 


- 7 D“ - 


8 days 





— 


8 


8 


— 26. 


Patrick M'Teague - 


- - ditto • 


13 days 





— 


•4 


1 






- ditto - 














Martin Rochfort - 


- • ditto - 


ditto 










1 


— 23- 


David English 


- - ditto - 


16 days 


— 


— 


17 


4 


— 26. 


Anthony Buyloni • 


- - ditto - 


13 days 


— 


— 


H 


X 




John Gunning 


- - ditto ' 


ditto 


— 







X 




Thomas Gunning - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 


H 


1 




Michael Dernie 


- ditto - 


ditto 





— 




X 




Myles Rorke- 


■ - ditto - 


ditto 








>4 


1 




James M'Gourdan - 


- • ditto - 


ditto 


— 







X 




John O’Keefe 


- • ditto - 


22 days 





1 




U) 




Denis O’Bryan 


- ditto - 


ditto 





I 




xo 


— t5- 


William Pollard 


' - ditto • 


24 days 


_ — 


1 


6 


0 


July 1. 


Thomas Corcoran • 


— 5 July 


5 Jays 


— 


_ 








James Callaghan - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 


— 








Patrick Kernan 


- - ditto - 


ditto 


— 











Mathew M'Hugh - 


- - ditto - 


ditto 














David Nowlan 


Acc‘ paid to 3oSept. 
















i3i6 - 


92 days 









8 


— 5 


Charles Threadwav 


- - ditto - 


87 days 


— 










John Browne - 


- • ditto - 


ditto 


— 










Thomas Kelly 


- ditto - 


ditto 


— 










Thomas Higgins 


- - ditto - 


ditio 


— 


4 


>4 


3 



















£■ j 1,46a 13 II 
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE 



~N’ i6.~ 

, Mr. John Towel, being voluntarily sworn, 20th February, 1817. 

WHAT employment do you hold in the city gaol of Cork?— Assistant to Mr. Welsh the 
gaoler, as head turnkey. ' 

How long have you been in that situation About eight or nine years. 

What other employment have you in the prison besides being head turnkey nav 
the toreign convicts sixpence a day. J 

Who gives you that money to pay them ?— Mr. Welsh. 

Did you know what allowances was given by Government to the sherifts of Cork for the 

subsistence of the foreign convicts?— I Bid not. . . « roi me 

— Fdid^no't ‘o Mr. Welsh for their subsistence? 

In what way was the sixpence disposed of for their subsistence .>—1 paid tliem cash • 1 
often got up in the morning when potatoes were dear, and purchased tliem, when they were 
is. Srf per Stone, m the market ; at 1 j. 2 d. on the road outside the town; and last winter 
while the convicts were here, I have bought them at 6d. or 7 d. when they were qd. and 
even a shilling in the markets ; measured them in the gaol to the convicts in such ouan- 
in thrslmTway^^'^’ t>ought meat often, in large quantities, cheap, and had it distributed 

Who saw those articles weighed f-I used-to send Thomas Madders when I could not go 
myself, and several of the prisoners wives who came with victuaia to them, or any other 
person that I thought trust worthy. ^ 

Did each maa cook his own victuals, or did they unite in messes i— Some in messes 
some singly, but there was a man appointed to take care of the hoilem to boil their pro- 
SThe paid m“°" ^ directed mo to provide, and for 

Were there any Mher articles of food purchased by yon for the convicts bnt those you 
have mentioned i— On their embarkation I pnrebased bread and cheese for them ^ 

Was there any thing else than bread and checsei— There was milk, and nothing else 
Ifia you buy porter or spirits for them? — No. ® 

Did you let in porter or spirits?— I did, both : I have been the messenger myself at a 
late hour for spirits, tn smal quantities, for those that have been unwell, and reported doins 
so next morning to Doctor Harding and Mr. Maqiure , but this seldom occurred ® 

Have you not let m large quantities of spirits in the morning, or at auv time in the 
day, for the convicts ? — I have not : my orders were particularly against it by Mr Welsh 
Are you not the person who stand at the door of the prison and unlocks it for every 
person going m ? — Yes, except my son in my absence. ^ 

What necasions yon to be absent from the door!— I have the debtors side to mind as 
well as the convicts side. ws 

Do you mean to say that your son keeps one door and you the other ?— No. he only occa 
sionally assists me. ' •' 

Are you not convinced, that each convict in the gaol did receive a daily allowance of 
spirits ?— I liave heard in my absence, when at the debtors door, that the sentry used to admit 
spirits in, and I have often caught it, spilled it, and broke the bottles. 

Did yon ever 6nd or see Thomas Madders carry or have spirits in the gaol?— I have- but 
1 liave pven permission, where the convicts were washed and had their heads shaved, to’send 
lor a glass each, to prevent their getting cold. 

sold spirits to the convicts?— No ; if I knew it I should not 

Did you acquaint Dr. Harding, that you supplied the glassof spirits at the time ofsbavine 
or dressing convicts ? — I did not. ® 

As yon administered it as a prevention to their getting cold, was it not your duty to 
acquaint Dr. Harding of it ^It was, but I neglected it, as they were going away ; had they 

remained I should not at all have allowed il. & s y 

Are yon not aware, that to admit spirits into the gaol, is a violation of the regulations and 
of your duty? — I am; both. ® 

How much spirhs was allowed?— There were about fifty men to be shaved and dressed ; 
any of them that could afford it got a glass and drank it, having seen some do so : also the 
same was allowed the forty-iwo that were lately shipped. 

What do the convicts pay for each glass of spirits?— I don’t know. 

Did you never hear what they paid > — No. 

What is the price outside.^ — Four-pence or five-pence a noggin 
How naany glasses in each noggin ?— Two. 

Who distributed the bread to the city prisoners ?— 1 do, accompanied by Mr. Davies and 
m his absence, by myself. r j > « 

Does Mr. Davies call in the evenings of the days he is absent f — Some days he doe#. 

Hoes he attend every Sunday to read prayers ^ — Not every Sunday. 

How does he attend his duty in that respect ?— Is often absent. 

Are there alway.s protestant prisoners in the gaol ; if not, would it be necessary for Mr 
Davies to attend ? — No, ■’ 
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How long were the foreign convicts left after the two last embarkations, in the gaoH — 
Tlie {jaolhas not been without foreign convicts for the last four or five years. 

Are there not among the foreign convicts several protestants Yes. 

Why then did you state that the gaol has been without them ? — I believe, about one time, 
about six or seven yeare ago, we had only eight debtors, and twelve or thirteen criminals ; 
and none of them, as well as I recollect, protestants. 

Was the absences of Mr. Davies within those five years ?— Yes ; he was absent at one 
time in Dublin ; he was sick at another time; and at anoUter time pursued two prisoners that 
robbed him, to England. 

Has he attended, within the last twelve months, regularly three times a week, at the distri- 
bution of the bread i — He has not. 

How often has he been absent ? — He has been at one time absent for a week; but after- 
wards called in the evenings to settle bis accounts for the week he was absent. 

In the course of the last twelve months, how did Mr. Davies attend the prison, generally ? 
— On an average, he was twice a week. 

If a man was to say, that Mr. Davies did not attend at the distribution of bread more than 
twenty days in the last twelve months, would that man have spoken the irutli? — I don't 
think he would. 

Does any person, beside yourself, distribute the bread? — Since last assizes, I believe, Mr. 
Harding did one or two days. 

Does Mr. Harding generally attend at the distribution of the bread r — He does not. 

How is it possible that so large a quantity of spirits could be carried into the prison with- 
out your seeing or knowing it, as has appeared in evidence before us, to be done every 
morning ? — It might be done in my absence, when I go to the debtors side, by means of the 
sentry admitting it through a funnel over the door. 

You state having broke bottles, &c. in which spirits were conveyed to different prisoners ? 
— I have, and often broke them. 

By virtue of your oath, was not the breaking those bottles, &c. because the spirits was not 
bought at Lane’s shop, next door to the gaol ? — No ; I broke some of Lane’s own vessels 
with spirits in them . 

It appears, in evidence before us, that a tin vessel, containing half a gallon and upwards, 
has been brought daily into the gaol with whiskey therein, could that be done ifi that way 
without opening the door of the prison to admit it ? — It could not ; but might be poured over 
the door. 

Have you never seen it brought, in that tin vessel, in theuianner mentioned ? — I have seen 
a tin vessel of that description taken in by Maddere, but did not take notice tp what was 
in it. 

Have you often seen it ? — I did not ; but it has come in since the foreign convicts were in 
the gaol. 

Have you never heard, and do you believe, that Madders served out and sold the whiskey 
to the foi'eign convicts?. — No, I believe not. 

When you bought potatoes for the convicts, did you divide them, charging no more than 
what you paid for them in the same proportion ? — No more. 

Did not Madders keep butter and herrings in a part of the gaol to sell to theconvjcte? — I 
don’t think he did ; but he gave herrings to them for money. 

Did not the prisoners frequently complain that they were defrauded by a woman named 
Johanna Doyle, both in the quantity and price of the potatoes she brought from market ? — 
They have. 

Do you believe they complained justly f— I do. 

Wliy is she continued? — I have turned her off; but as 1 could not get better I was 
obliged to take her back again. 

What salary do you receive now from Mr. Welsh? — £.30 a year for myself and son, from 
the city, but none from Mr. Welsh ; besides, I get, on tlie discharge of every prisoner that 
is able to pay, is. 8d^., and from Mr. Welsh is. making together 3s. 4 d- 

Have you ever made a calculation what the is. 8dJ., allowed by Mr. Wel§h, would 
amount to in the year ? — I have, from £. 30 to £. 35 ; has, I believe, been less tlmn £. 30 for 
the last two years ; has been not less than £. 35. 

What duty did Mr. Welsh pay you the i s. 8 d. for? — I don’t know ; have got it for these 
nine years past, the time I have been in the prison, but never made any agreement ; Mr. 
Welsli find he has always given it to me without saying what it was for. 

Do any of the foreign convicts pay the fee i — No. 

(Signed) JOHN TOWEL. 



-(N- .7.)- 

Thomas Harding, junior, Assistant Gaoler, being voluntarily sworn, 21st Feb. 1817. 

HOW long have you held your .appoiotmeot ? — Since August 1814. 

From whom do you hold your appointment? — First from Mf. Welsh, aqfi secondly, 
confirmed by the Grand Jury allowing me, at the last assizes, £. 20 a year. 

Did you receive any salary from Govennuent, or the city, previous to the last assizes ?— 
No, except a sum of £. lao a year allowed me by Mr. Welsh as assistant gaoler. 

343 - How 
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How are you paid that sum ?—Atlhe rate of ^32 to*, a quarter 

Do you constantly live in the prison ?— I don’t live in the prison at all 

assistant, and how are 

WMt^oFr?om°^ ^ ^ “P 

T^whoi^N^Mr WeUh to pay rent for them ?~Theyare. 

Into whose hands is it paid?— It is generally paid into the hands of John Towel the turn 
key, and accounted for by him to Mr. Welsh. 

vioM°-No‘‘“°" 8““' *“'= "> “>6 con- 

yestod^'””'' It may be^ but never heard of it till 

afKrmMi?S"'“” '"'"S “P m “"y pt"t of the prison i— No, except as herein- 

Have you been in Mr Towel’s room in the prison, and have you not seen them there '—I 
have sometimes, but not lately. c. 1 

city p’-l'l^one*”^ what you state from Mr. Welsh and the 

prcJm ®° through the apartments in the prison i~Very seldom at 

Previous to his having the gout, how often did he visit the gaol and go through the 
rooms . — Can t say ; but think he went on an average once a week. 

How often have you seen him attend at the serving out the bread within the last two 
years ?— I don i remeinber seeing him attend at the serving the bread. 

What rents are paid by the debtors for the occupation of the rooms intended for the 
gaoler or his assistant ?— Five shillings a week for each room, sometimes 2 s. 6d and some- 
for them induced to give them occasionally to debtors wbo are not able to pay 

Are you in any way related to the gaoler?— His brother -in-law. 

Was It not usual during the war to have, the convicts, remaining after the embarkation 
enlisted, or sent to the house of industry, or discharged by order of G overnment ?— Yes or 
sent on board a man of war formerly. " ’ 

Have you ever distributed the bread'— Yes, in the absence of Mr. Towel, who is an- 
pointed lor that purpose. * 

Has Mr Davies always attended the distribution of the bread within the last twelve 
months ?— No, 1 don t think he has more than twenty or thirty times for that period ; but 
has constantly attended the gaol, and to read prayers on Sundays, except at a time on the 
marriage of his daughter, and another lime previous to last assizes, when he went to Euirland 
m pursuit of two men that robbed him : what I mean by regular attendance is two orlhree 
times in the week. 

Do you know a man named Madders ?— 1 do . 

What employment does behold in the gaol?— Inside turnkey. 

Do you know a man named Lane, a publican, and where does he live? — I do, he lives 
next door to the criminal side of the gaol. 

Do you allow porter to go into the prison ? — I do. 

Is not the porter bought exclusively at Lane’s shop ?— Yes, what I have seen brought in. 
What IS your reason tor giving him the privilege of drawing the porter exclusively from 
sidetf ft weakest at his 

if prisonere made a breach through that wall by which they would make their escape 
would not Mr. Lane be liable to an indictment for aiding in such an escape?— Yes. he cer’ 
tamly would. ® r > vci 

By virtue of your oath, have you or the gaoler, to your knowledge, any pecuniary profit 
arising from the sale of porter or spirits’ bought at Lane’s house?— None whatever 
Who lives at the western side of the gaol?— Mountjoy, the watchmaker. 

Did you ever hear of an intended escape on that side of the gaol ?— I heard it was in 
contemplation to break into that house. 

Did not the gaoler take an apartment in that house at the time ?— I can’t say. 



(Signed) Thomas Harding, junior. 



— N^O. 18 



Ihomas Madders, being voluntarily sworn; 2ist February 1817. 

vin appointment in the gaol, and how long? — Inside turnkey for four years. 

What IS your duty? — ’To serve out provisions, and tAe it in when brought to the door. 

Is It for the prisoners in general, or for the convicts only ? — Generally ; but I pay most 
attention to the convicts. ‘ 

What salary have you for performing your duty in the gaol ? — Nine shillings per week, 
either in bread or moneyas I litee it. ® ^ 

Who 
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Who pays you that salary ? — Parson Davies the inspector. 

Have you ever sold herrings or butter to the prisoners? — Never, but bought them for 
the prisoners. 

Did you not keep a store in the gaol for that purpose ? — No. 

Do you sleep in the gaol ? — No, I did at one time about four years ago for about six 
months when I was first employed, but was obliged to leave it on account of my health. 

Is it your health that prevents your sleeping tlrcre at present ? — It is. 

What apartments were you allowed at the time you slept in the prison ? — In the room 
among the prisoners. 

Have you bought potatoes for the use of the convicts ? — Ye^ often. 

Have you bought porter for them ? — Yes, sometimes. 

Have you bought whiskey for them r— C^casionally, not always. 

What quantity at a time ? — Perhaps a pint, but never more than a quart. 

Did you sell that spirits to the prisoners ? — I did to the convicts, at the rate of four-pence 
halfpenny a noggin. 

You say you never brought in more than a quart of spirits at a time ; how often did you 
bring in that quantity in the day? — Not more tlian once. 

Who permitted you to bring it in, and how did you manage to do it? — It was poured in 
through a funnel at the door. 

Was that At the criminal side of the prison ?~Yes, sometimes; at rite debtors side it was 
conveyed through a tube. 

Did Mr. Towel know of your selling spirits to the convicts ? — He detected me once, and 
checked it. 

How many glasses in the quart ?■ — Sixteen. 

Did you never sell to more than sixteen prisoners in one day ? — No. 

Did not that create a jealousy among the prisonevs, that sixteen should get spirits and the 
rest none? — No, because they knew the use 1 got it for, which was to give the prisoners 
that came hungry and cold after a long journey. 

Is it not your duty to Observe the Seventeen Regulations of the gaol ? — I did. 

Did you not conceive that you were committing a very flagrant breach of those regula-, 
tions, when you brought spirits into the gaol? — I did, but it was done through a motive of 
humanity, seeing the prisoners as above stated. 

Had you any profit directly or indirectly on the sale of the spirits, or any articles of food 
for convicts or other prisoners which you brought in ? — Never did, but bought them cheaper 
than they otherwise could. 

Were you ever a prisoner in the gaol yourself, and how long, and at what time ? — I was, 
for about four utonths in the year i So6, or thereabouts. 

Were you a prisoner at the time you state you slept with the other prisoners? — No. 

For what offence were you committed to g.aoi ? — For stealing a desk. 

Was it your humanity that induced you to bring spirits to the convicts and other pri- 
soners? It WclS. 

What made the convicts wet or cold ^ you have stated? — They got wet and cold on tlieir 
journey to the prison. 

Did you never bring in whiskey to those convicts who had remained in prison after the 
embarkation ?— ■! did one morning, but no more. 

When you brought in the spirits, were you not accustomed to sing out “ whiskey ho” ? 

— Never. 

Have not twenty convicts arrived upon the same day there ? — Yes, more than twenty. 

Did your humanity prompt you to give a glass to each ? — No. 

Why not? — Because the gaoler used to give a bad character of some for wrangling on the 
road. 

Had you an antipathy to a black eye? — Yes. 

Have you ever known prisoners beat themselves? — Never. 

Which was he, the offender or sufferer with you, that had the black eye? — Both. 

Have you not frequently carried in, in a tin vessel, two quarts of whiskey in a day No. 

Whose servant do you consider yourself in the gaol? — Mr. Welsh's. 

Was it he paid you ? — At times, at otlrer times Mr. Davies. 

Did Mr. Welsh pay you anything besides what you have stated to receive from Mr. 
Davies per week ? — He did give me something to buy clothes. 

Did ever the prisoners complain of a woman named Johanna Doyle defrauding them ? 

■ — They did. 

Did you dismiss her ?— Yes. 

When was she dismissed?— Last night, but got warning yesterday. 

Who paid Johanna Doyle?— Mr. Davies. 

Did you know how she was paid ? — I never saw her paid, she gets provisions, not money 5 
I have seen her get bread. 

Did you not act as clerk in the church in the prison to parson Davies?— Yes, and sing 



Is service performed every Sunday by Mr. Davies ? — Y es ; except when unwell, and when 
he attends charily sermons. 

How often does Mr. Davies on an average attend the gaol in the week, to settle the ac- 
counts, and Divine Service? — To the best or my recollection twice a week b«ides Sundays. 

[Admits that he was convicted and sentenced to twelve months confinement for 



stealing tlie desk.] 
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(Signed) Thomat Madders. 
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—No. : 



examined on oath: but ifanv matter hod heon ^ not Wish to be 



— i(N* ao.) — 

Mr. Frond, Davie, Morphy, being voluntarijj. sworn. 

“““*y °f Cort commitled ,o yoor cns- 
^A^t whose expense have those convicts been snbsistcd i_A. the expense of the county of 

bemeen them and the other crown priSiera i— TEe°h2not'‘™'''^ **“'* “PP'*«’> 

and ’-To the best of my ^collection, bread, potatoes. 

To what amount, in value, to each ner week a TKim cK iv i 

go you conceive that sufficient for fhei, subsistence .“l do ' 

f-oSEote srfi!?h"rifatfe^ tTSV' t “■’onsc of the county, and 
ofS»: EvlTs^-Ntct“„°rZ d”‘ “o-y°o°any “c"™ for the subsistence 

Ihem'toXcS “"“r prison without bringing 

cn.pjaffiE;S\fthlEjEroi^^^^^^ --- ^-) --ding the 

Som^nCest^hTvtXSeXfhXrr"*'”^ 

the expenses for the Emval of"dm™br”gu cXias I pJid *1" '* '”H°h P“'‘' 

repaid by Mr. Milward. ® convicts .—1 paid the sum, and have been since 

rectexSjr"*' » repaid.--Sometiu.es overset I do not 

reMngE;rl'nV»dSrtX.nt*‘''‘’ ospeci.,11, those 

Do you recollect, in Mr. Milward’s rMr r.f i , . 

ponces of shipping the convicts !—l beLve thetf haji been ' ‘"®'’ 

doBo^you recollect to what amount the charge was for the embarkation of convicts ?_1 

those belonging to the coZ°y of cfrlt r”colLcr''“° “"'’-ts and 

^ Were the number of convfcts so embarked sta.X“t?pub,ic account 1-1 believe they 

yom“ardEyttXXX'SMfliX^^^^^^^ committed to 

iametRyan .-4 believe S.h„ga£u“^ of James Mackin and 

list 1 have seen, which I bebeve toi anXmSm te^Sn 



(Sigued) 



e prison I 

FRANCIS D. MURPHY. 



here produced a List of Convicts, committed under the Insurrection 
Act, to the Gaol of the Count^ of Cork.] insurrection 



I board the Guildford convict 



[Mr. Murphy 

Edmond Ryan, 

Patrick Dwyer, 

William Brien, 

Edwatd Dwyer, “”’-1 

John Stapleton, *■ 

Matthew Ryan, 

John Morony, 



[Committed 6th October 1815, putt 
1 ship, 8th October 1815. 



{^"XoctbmTs'’.": “”'i- *ip, 

MicliaelKinnanc, “”™‘ 
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John Murphy, 

Thomas Fox, 
James Ryan, 

Michael M’Mahoii 
James Conden, 

John Barrv, 

John M’Evoy, 
John Mackin, 
James Ryan, 



rCommitted 25th October 1815, put on board the Guildford convict 
L ship, 29th October 1815. 

rCommitted iZplh October 1815, put on board the Guildford convict 

V ship, 31st October 1815. 

rCommitted 5th November 1S15, put on board the Guildford 
convict ship, 6th November 1815. 
rCommitted 5th November 1815, put on board the Guildford 
\ convict ship, 6th November 1815. 

/Committed 8th November 1815, put on board the Guildford 
\ convict ship, pth November 1815. 

fTried November 1815, put on board the Surry, 12th May 



All the above men were convicted at Clonmel and Limeridt, and while in the county of 
Coric gaol never received any money or provisions, but were fed at the expense of the 
.-county of Cork, with the other prisoners belonging to |he county. 



— N*21.'— 

Mr. RicJiai'd John Orpen, being voluntarily sworn. 

Y OU have served the office of sub-sheriff of the county of Cork ? Yes. 

During your office, were there any convicts, not of your county, in your prisoo I believe 
there were tuo ; but not knowing 1 was to be called on till latterly, 1 did not refresh mv 
-memory from any document. ^ 

How were those prisoners you allude to maintained or fedr— I believe by the county • the 
-same way that all other county criminaie were. ^ ’ 

Have you received any money for the subsistence of those convicts you have mentioned 
from Government, or did you know of any other person that did ?— I never did receive any 
^myself, or knew any other person that did. ^ 

(Signed) Rickard John Orpen. 



— (N* 22.) — 

‘RJlm TJison . — ^Tried and convicted at Galway, and now on board the Canada Convict 
ship in Cork harbour. 

STATES, That a man named James Fitzsimmons, the gaoler at Galway, cohabited 
with her iQ the gaol. That she was with child by him, and miscarried after two months; 
that he disordered her ; that she was confined in a solitary part of the prison, at one time 
for two months, to prevent her making any complaint to capwin French, the inspector • 
that she reported her case to the doctor, who said it was not venereal: he was then givin<^ 
her medicine. She saw the gaoler with a flannel round his neck ; asked the doctor wha°t 
was the matter with him; he replied, that it was a liver complaint, but she had been told 
by the gaoler’s servant that it was venereal. Tlie surgeon of the Canada states, he examined 
the woman, and found her with venereal taint ; is now giving her medicine. She says she re- 
ported her state to doctor Harding before he left Cork, and that she was put under heavy 
irons the same as the men, when sent round to Cork, to make her appear the more culpable ^ 



— (N* 23.) — 

22d Febniary 1817. 

Observations on the Ships Pilot and Chapman. 

VISITED the Chapman convict ship in presence of captain Tailour; found the convicts 
considerably improved with respect to their appearance, and the cleanliness of the ship 
rather better, but still requiring great attention. Found that the carpenters were buildine 
bulk-heads, which we recommended to have taken down, being likely to prevent free circula- 
tion of the air. A number of pigs were on deck, which occasioned filth, and we think they 
ought not to be kept on board. The complement of convicts (aoo) are on board ; also au 
officer, a serjeant, corporal, mid 30 privates. The crew di the ship is 44 (complete). There 
are four women and eight children belonging to the guard on board, who, the mate says, 
got an order to be received. ^ ’ 

The gaol of the Pilot transport is in very good condition, the birth for the seamen in a 
dirty state, also where the soldiers are ; pigs on deck ; women and children belonging to the 
guard shipped in England. The number or con victs 120 on board ; an officer, serjeant cor- 
poral, and 24 soldiers, wanting six. to complete. The crew 30, complete, ^ 
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Canada, convict ship, Cove, Cork, 

^ February 9th 1817. 

j ^ to you, that the female convicts on board the sloop are in the most 

deplorable condition imaginable; several of them labouring under complaints of the most 
^rious nature, and vyill most inevitably prove fatal if they are not removed: and as the 
Canada has been ready to receive them from the first day she arrived, I cannot conceive wliv 
they are detained m the sloop. It is my opinion, that if they are not immediately removed^ 
a lever of the most desperate nature will be generated. ^ ' 

I am, 8tc. 

R .“''7’ 1 Allan, 

R. A. T. Acting. ; Snrgcoii, Canada. 



Pursnant to on Order from Sir Benjamin Ualloaell, K. C. B, Rear Admiral of the 
Red, and Commander in Chief at Cork. 

WE whose names are hereunto subscribed, have been on board the sloop Dumfries where 
wetound sixty-three female convicts confined. The accommodation for them is a snaee 
within the hold, twenty.two feet long, and sixteen broad, levelled with ballast, and covered 
with straw, except where a leeger stands, about one fourth exposed above the ballast Tim 
straw has not been changed since the vessel left Dublin, and of course is much broken and 
falthy. Amongst these convicts is one case of continued fever, of a contagious character 
and requiring to be immediately removed, to obviate a general febrile affection There are 
SIX other cases, which require immediate medical attendance, and whose situation is such as 
to render their removal from the sloop absolutely necessary. The Dumfries with theKe 
convicts, sailed from Dublin on the 30th of January. -^umiries, wim ttiese 

Given under our hands, on board the vessel in Cork harbour, 9th February 1817. 

(Signed) John Taihur, 

Captain of H. M. S. Tonnant. 

John Gibbs, Surgeon of said ship. 

(Signed) Jler’- Deaar, Surgeon and superintendent of the Chapman convict sliip. 

(Signed) Ch(^ Quade, Surgeon and superintendent of the Pilot convict ship. 
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